
Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Policy 
 
 
The Urswick School is committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible 
progress for all of our students whatever their needs or abilities.  Not all students with disabilities 
have special educational needs and not all students with SEN meet the definition of disability but 
this policy covers all of these students. 
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Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for them.  
 
Children have a learning difficulty if they:  

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the 
same age; or  
(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational 
facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the 
area of the local education authority.  

 
Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or 
form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.  
 
Special educational provision means educational provision which is additional to, or otherwise 
different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age in schools 
maintained by the LA, other than special schools, in the area.  
 
 See Section 312, Education Act 1996 

A child is disabled if they are blind, deaf or dumb or suffers from a mental disorder of any kind 
or is substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity or 
such other disability as may be prescribed.  
 
Section 17(11), Children Act 1989 

A person has a disability if they have a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial 
and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 
 
 Equality Act 2010 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  
 
Matthew 11: 28-29 



The specific objectives of our SEN policy are as follows: 

 to identify students with special educational needs and disabilities and ensure that their 
needs are met  

 to ensure that students with special educational needs and disabilities participate in all the 
activities of the school  

 to ensure that all learners make the best possible progress  
 to ensure parents are informed of their child's special needs and that there is effective 

communication between parents and school  
 to ensure that learners express their views and are fully involved in decisions which affect 

their education  
 to promote effective partnership and involve outside agencies when appropriate. 

The success of the school's SEN policy will be judged against the aims set out above.  The 
Governing Body will ensure that it makes appropriate special educational provision for all students 
identified as in need of it.  The range of support made in the school each year in response to 
identified need is detailed in the Whole School Provision Map. 
 
The SENCO for the school is Lamia Hamdoun.  A member of the Governing body, Dayo Adeagbo 
is the link governor for SEN, Child Protection and Looked After Children, although the Governing 
Body as a whole is responsible for making provision for students with special educational needs. 
 
The Governing Body has agreed with the LA admissions criteria which do not discriminate against 
students with special education needs or disabilities, and its admissions policy has due regard for 
the guidance in the Codes of Practice which accompany the SEN and Disability Act 2001.  
Parents or carers seeking the admission of a student with mobility difficulties are advised to 
approach the school well in advance so that consultations can take place.  The school building is 
compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act. 
 
All teachers at the school have a responsibility for teaching those students with special 
educational needs admitted to the school.  There is experience of providing for students with 
physical disabilities, with literacy and numeracy difficulties, speech, language and 
communication difficulties as well as students with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties.  
 
Students with a reading age on entry which is 2½ or more years below their chronological age are 
given additional timetabled small group literacy lessons throughout KS3 to increase their literacy 
levels.   
 
Students who are diagnosed with dyslexia as well as students who receive additional literacy 
classes are given textbooks containing cream paper in a majority of their classes.  This follows 
guidance which shows that cream paper helps to reduce visual stress.  A third of class materials 
are also printed on cream paper, wherever practicable.  PowerPoint presentations predominantly 
feature cream backgrounds with Comic Sans MS font, again in line with best practise guidance. 
Our curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all learners.  At KS4 we offer both academic and 
vocational options including an option for Study Plus – Literacy Support.   
 
The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy offers both academic and vocational courses including 
some courses at level 2 to ensure students are able to access post 16 education at a suitable 
level. 
 



The school is committed to early identification of special educational need and adopts a 
graduated response to meeting special educational need in line with the SEN Code of Practice 
(2001).  A range of evidence is collected through the usual assessment and monitoring 
arrangements.  If this suggests that the learner is not making the expected progress, the Head of 
Learning will consult with the SENCO in order to decide whether additional and/or different 
provision is necessary.  
 
Visits are made to primary schools of prospective students, in the summer term of year 6 to collect 
information including any SEN concerns or requirements.  This information is shared with the 
SENCO and any extra preparation or visits are arranged to assist in a successful transition to 
secondary school. 

Students’ SEN profiles with a summary of their needs and strategies of support are shared with their 
teachers and updated with any input or recommendations from SALT/EP support sessions or 
outside agencies involvement.  Electronic copies of students SEN profiles are available for all staff 
to view on the shared staff drive.  Copies are made available to parents. 

If, despite significant support and intervention at Wave 1, the school has evidence that a student 
is making insufficient progress further advice and support from outside professionals is put in place.  
These professionals will be invited to contribute to the monitoring and review of progress.  Students 
and parents will be fully involved and kept informed about the involvement of external agencies 
and proposed interventions.   A speech and language therapist is based at school 2 days per 
week working with students and training staff to meet the needs of students with communication 
and interaction difficulties.  
 
For students with EHCPs, their progress and the support outlined in their EHCP will be reviewed 
annually and a report provided for the Local Education Authority.  If a student makes sufficient 
progress an EHCP may be discontinued by the Education Authority. 
 
The school will liaise with other professionals working with SEN students, by arranging TAC meetings 
to ensure support Plans are child-centred and are reviewed annually as part of the Annual 
Review process.   
 
Informal concerns of parents should be discussed with the child’s Urswick Parent, subject teacher 
or Head of Learning.  They are best dealt with informally by the teacher concerned.  An 
appointment can be made with Lamia Hamdoun, SENCO.  Any child or parent can talk to the 
Headteacher during his weekly ‘surgery’. Due to Covid-19, Headteacher’s Surgery currently takes 
place over the phone by prior arrangement.  More formally, the Headteacher will receive and 
investigate complaints and seek to solve a problem and inform the governor with SEN 
responsibility as necessary.  If the issue cannot be resolved in this way, it may be referred to the 
Chair of Governors.  
 


