
 

 

ARTS POLICY 
 
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Our mission statement at The Urswick School is for our students to ‘Believe and Achieve’. We 
want to support individuals in building confidence through creativity in our inclusive and 
diverse setting. 
 
Creativity is the core of our school and as a school we believe that the Arts: 
 

 Raises aspirations and levels of achievement  
 Develops high level skills and understanding  
 Are thought provoking, influential and relevant  
 Are a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment  
 Develop imagination and inventiveness  
 Provide contexts in which children learn to express their thoughts and emotions  
 Reach students who are not otherwise being reached  
 Transform the environment for learning  
 Inspire self-confidence and self discipline  
 Help to develop critical skills for life and work  
 Improve students' performance in other subject areas  
 Strengthen problem solving and critical thinking skills  
 Play a central role in cognitive, motor, language, personal and social emotional 

development  
 Enable students to participate in and respond to the creative and cultural life of their 

communities  
 Can easily mix together  
 Provide a key to a successful school  

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
TO CELEBRATE AND EMBRACE 
 

Creativity is at the core of our school. We will embrace and celebrate the endless talents our 
students share with us in school. The cultural diversity of our students will be embraced and 
nurtured through the Arts. With almost 50 languages spoken within our school we celebrate 
our collaboration through various art forms including Music, Art, Drama and Dance. We are 
proud of our student’s heritage and the richness this brings to the Arts within The Urswick 
School. 
 
TO INNOVATE AND CREATE 
 

We will facilitate and deliver a rich arts curriculum that allows students to have no limits to 
their creativity. We will aim to facilitate creativity and avoid limitations that the national 
curriculum can often impose. We have a strong vision that students should engage in a 
holistic and inspiring creative curriculum. There will be no barriers to what our students can 
achieve. 
 
 
 



 
TO ENGAGE AND ENRICH 
 

We will engage our students through the Arts in a cross curricular, consistent approach. We 
will understand the need our students have to learn through creativity. To be engaged 
through creativity. To be enriched through creativity. We aim to make a lasting impression on 
students through their creative learning. We will always remember to celebrate our student’s 
success, not just within our school community but also with the wider community and world. 
 
THE CURRICULUM 
 

The Urswick School curriculum includes Art, Music, Drama and Dance during KS3. Every 
student is offered the chance to study one or more of these subjects at KS4 should they wish 
to do so. Our newly developed Sixth Form Academy opened in 2012/13, also provides 
opportunities for students to study Arts subjects at ‘A’ level. 
 
LEARNING AND TEACHING  
 

We see teaching as a creative process and aim to meet the needs of different types of 
learners in all subjects. This is reflected in our Learning and Teaching policy. 
 
THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT 
 

Thanks to BSF, our children learn in a pleasant, colourful, modern environment. We aim to 
stimulate and reinforce learning through high quality displays in classroom and corridors. The 
school employs an Art and Display Technician. 
 
PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 
 

Every edition of our newsletter features a celebration of at least one aspect of Arts 
Education. We will use every opportunity to showcase the artistic talents of our students at 
events for Parents. 
 
A CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 
 

 As the only CE Secondary School in Hackney, we believe the Arts can reflect the glory of 
God. We also feature Christian iconography around the school. The world is a place where 
we see drama played out in nature, we listen to the sounds of creation and we live in a 
universe where we are mesmerized by beauty; all of this reflects the nature of a God who is 
both creator and creative. This divine creativity is found in human beings, and as a church 
school we believe that nurturing the gifts of art, drama and music are essential to human 
flourishing especially in children and young people. 
  
ROLE OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

The Achievement and Attainment Committee will review achievement in all the arts subjects, 
invite presentations from relevant Heads of Department and attend whole school events and 
performances when they are able to do so.  
 
 
 


