
The Urswick School

I am delighted to welcome you to The Urswick 
School. Some of you will be joining our community 
for the first time. For others, the children joining us 
in September 2022 will be following a long line of 
family members who have been educated in this 
school.
We planned to celebrate our 500th anniversary in 2020 
but Covid-19 prevented most of these events taking 
place. I hope you are proud to be joining a school 
with such a unique history which we will continue 
to highlight. Christopher Urswick established free 
education in Hackney 502 years ago so that children 
whose parents could not afford to pay for schooling 
would still be able to learn to read. The original school 
was located near St Augustine’s Tower very close to 

Mare Street. We remain true to the values established by Christopher Urswick and 
are proud to be in the centre of Hackney.

The better you understand what the school has to offer and our expectations of 
your child the more successful your child’s transition will be. Do take a look at our 
policies on the school’s website www.theurswickschool.co.uk
OFSTED last visited the school a while ago in 2017 when we retained our 
previous inspection outcome of Good with Outstanding features. Importantly, 
OFSTED reported ‘pupils get on well with each other. Differences are celebrated’. 
‘Bullying is rare. If it does occur it is dealt with effectively’. These qualities 
remain important elements of our school. We require and expect your support 
in maintaining excellent behaviour. OFSTED reports ‘this school teaches 
compassion, tolerance and respect’; values I am sure every parent will also want 
to support at home. I have been Headteacher since 2008 and my ambitions 
for the school remain high and best summarised by our Believe and Achieve 
mission statement. Last Summer students from Urswick gained places at both 
Oxford and Cambridge and Russell Group universities. Whatever your ambitions 
we will help you to achieve them. 

We are all here to support your child, but in particular Ms Siobhan Forde will 
be your child’s Head of Learning. I know that many parents have regular 
contact with your child’s Headteacher whilst they are at Primary School but 
feel it is difficult to speak to the Headteacher at a Secondary School. I hold a 
Headteacher’s Surgery every Monday between 3pm and 4.30pm. You arrange a 
telephone call with me by contacting the school office.

Everyone at The Urswick School looks forward to working with you in partnership 
to ensure your child achieves success.

Best wishes

Richard Brown, 
Executive Headteacher
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Students’ enthusiasm for 
learning and their hard work 
ensure that at all times their 
behaviour is excellent. 
Ofsted report

“ “

TRANSITION DAY 

Thursday 30th June: 8.30am to 
2.45pm  at The Urswick School 

We are very pleased that once 
again we will be able to host 
a traditional Transition Day this 
year, where we will be able 
to meet all of our new cohort 
face to face. The date of this is 
set by Hackney Education and 
provided there are no Hackney 
wide changes announced, 
we hope to welcome all our 
students to their new school on 
Thursday 30th June. The day will 
run like a normal school day 
and your child, will have the 
opportunity to participate in 
exciting subject lessons, make 
new friends and meet their 

teachers. 

On this occasion students 
should bring a packed lunch 
to school. This should include a 
plastic bottle of water. No cans 

or glass bottles are allowed. 

TRANSITION ON THE 
WEBSITE 

We have a new  Year 7 2022/2023 
section on our website. Please 
do visit this regularly as we will 
be updating it with all sorts 
of useful information and 
introductions to key staff in the 

school. 



“This school continues to be 
Good” Ofsted, March 2017

OFSTED came for a one day inspection in March 2017. These 
one day inspections are designed to check that standards 
have been maintained in schools that OFSTED have 
previously inspected and found good or outstanding.

The outcome is reported in a letter to the Headteacher 
which can be found in full on the school website. The 
OFSTED report from 2013 (the last time the school was fully 
inspected) graded leadership and management and 
behaviour and safety both as Outstanding. That continues 
to be the case. ‘The leadership team has maintained 
the good quality of education in the school since the 
inspection in 2013.’

As ever, our students were both ambassadors and 
advocates for the school during the Inspection. OFSTED 
commented ‘pupils get on well with each other. 
Differences are celebrated’ and ‘Bullying is rare. If it does 
occur, it is dealt with effectively.’ 

Also reflected in the report is our very high expectations 
about the behaviour of students: ‘Leaders have taken a 
tough stance on behaviour.’ As OFSTED make clear ‘pupils 
told inspectors that these high expectations make them 
feel safe.’ This school is a better place since the ban on 
mobile phones, which will continue to be strictly enforced. 
Our students enjoy attending school which is reflected in 
our attendance being above national average. You can be 
confident that your child is joining a very good school.

Siobhan Forde is the Head of 
Learning for Year 7 at The Urswick 
School. She says: “I’m really looking 
forward to meeting our new Year 7 
students.” Ms Forde is always happy 
to speak to students who have a 
question, need help or are worried 
about something.   

What do you enjoy most about 
working at The Urswick School? The 
thing I love most about working at The 
Urswick School is the community spirit. It is like being part of a very big 
family! The teachers care passionately about helping students to reach 
their potential and the students work hard to achieve their goals. My 
favourite thing to see at school is students revising together or teaching 
each other in the canteen - everyone wants everyone to succeed. 

Did you always want to be a teacher? I have wanted to be a teacher 
since I was 11 years old! When I was in primary school I would always 
help to run after school clubs for the younger students, at this point I 
thought I wanted to teach in a primary school. When I was in secondary 
school I started to volunteer at local primary schools, running football 
clubs for their girls and I began to realise that I actually wanted to be a 
secondary school PE teacher. I loved sport and I loved helping people 
to learn - it was the perfect job! 

We hear that you attended The Urswick School yourself back 
when it was Hackney Free, has it changed much since you were here?  
The building has changed for a start! We did not have such fantastic 
facilities when I went to school here. For example, when I attended the 
school we had a sports hall that could only fit one badminton court in 
it. We now have a sports hall that fits four! I feel there are much higher 
expectations placed on students now, and the students always rise 
to meet the challenges set. It is a much more positive place to be for 
students now than it was back then! 

Meet your Head of 
Learning

Looking after your property 

Please ensure all items of school uniform and PE kit 

are clearly marked with your child’s name, this will 

help us to return lost items of uniform to your child. 

We advise that students do not bring valuable items 

or large amounts of money into school.

Mobile phones and similar electronic devices are 

banned from The Urswick School.

In November 2021, The Urswick School achieved the 
highest possible overall grade of “Excellent” when 
we were inspected by SIAMs. This stands for Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools. An 
Inspector appointed by the Church of England spent 
two days in school watching lessons and talking to 
students and staff. The full report is on our website 

www.theurswickschool.co.uk 

The report states:

‘The Urswick School 
experience is truly 
transformational for 
pupils and staff.’

‘There is a strong 
sense that this is a 
family… the school is 
a loving and inclusive 
community where 
diversity is celebrated 
widely.’

The Inspector praises our ‘exceptional levels of support 
at all levels’ and reports ‘without exception staff are 
ambitious for their pupils’. ‘Staff have a strong sense of 
belonging at The Urswick School’.

This report is the result of 
years of hard work and 
I hope fills parents with 
joy that your child has 
got a place here. There 
will be challenges ahead, 
especially as we move out of 
Covid, but we will continue 
to work in the best interests of 
our community.

SIAMS - 
Excellent! 

Follow @urswickschool on twitter for 
daily news and photos from across 
the school!



Free lunch for students
In September 
2013, The Urswick 
School became 
the first secondary 
school in England 
to provide every 
student in Years 
7 to 13 with a 
free lunch each 
day, regardless of 

whether you are eligible to receive free school meals.

Before starting we will give you a form to complete which then 
entitles your child to this free lunch. The ‘Meal Deal’, worth £2.80 per 
day, is a choice of a hot lunch or sandwich with a pudding or one 
juice drink. Breakfast can be purchased each morning between 
8am and 8:20 by putting money on a swipe card.  There is always 
a vegetarian option for lunch and the canteen never has pork 
products and uses Halal meat.

All of our meals are provided by Harrison Catering. Packed 
lunches are not allowed. Only water can be consumed outside of 
the canteen area.

The Urswick School, a Church 
of England Secondary School

We are a Voluntary Aided Church of England of School. This means 
our funding comes via Hackney Education but the Headteacher 
and Governing Body determine the School’s policies and 
procedures. Our building and land is owned by the Church of 
England, who contributed an extra £3 million towards the cost of 
our award winning building.

The School is founded on Christian principles and welcomes 
families of all faiths - we are a Christian School not just a School 
for Christians. Prayers are said in assembly each day; children can 
participate in acts of worship or sit respectfully whilst they take 
place. We have a Chapel but also a room where Muslim Friday 
Prayers take place. In assemblies we recognise many different 
religious festivals.

As a school community we go termly to 
St John at Hackney Church especially for 
Remembrance Day, Founder’s Day (which 
celebrates the life of Christopher Urswick) 
and a carol service. All these events, which 
include performances by students, are 
designed to represent the entire school 
community. Attendance is compulsory though children are 
not required to take part in any acts of worship. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Executive Headteacher.

Sedgwick Service at St John at Hackney Church

The Headteacher has established 
a vision of excellence, shared 
by all members of the school 
community, which has the 
students’ success firmly at its 
heart.

Ofsted report
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Wellbeing
We have lots of resources and activities on our website regarding 
Wellbeing and we hope that you find these useful. 

Your child’s Wellbeing 

Children might be worried or anxious at times, especially about 
starting a new school. This may feel difficult or stressful but there are 
lots of things that can be done to help with this.  

As so many UK families are experiencing new challenges, you may 
be concerned about the physical and emotional wellbeing and 
safety of your children. It’s also very important to look after yourself 
as a parent. Our website has links to other sites with practical tips, 
strategies and guides that can help support you.

Urswick 5 to Thrive

Evidence shows that building five actions into your day to day lives 
is important for our mental health and wellbeing: 

• Connect – Building connections with those around you will 
help support you and enrich your life.

• Be active – Being active is not only great for your physical 
health and fitness but it can also improve your mental wellbeing 
and positively change your mood.

• Take notice – Be aware of the world around you and what 
you are feeling.

• Keep learning – Learning new things will make you more 
confident – set yourself a challenge that you will enjoy achieving.

• Give – Do something nice for a friend or a family member.

You can find all of these resources at 

www.theurswickschool.co.uk

Art Corner

Painting for Peace
By Anthanisha Year 7



Top 5 tips for 
starting Year 7 at 
The Urswick School

Stick a copy of your timetable up 
somewhere at home.

Pack your school bag the night before 
so you are ready for the next day,

Toilets are not used by students in lesson 
time.  In an emergency, a teacher may 
give you permission to use the toilets.  
Parents - it is important you let us know 
of any medical condition which may 
justify a ‘toilet pass’.

Your Head of Learning is Ms Forde - 
remember her name. Her office is based 
on the ground floor by our Museum! 

The most important piece of advice: if 
you are not sure about something then 
please ASK.  Both staff and students 
want to help you settle in.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

“My time at The Urswick School...”

ROSIE BARNABE ZAINAB NOEL

At The Urswick School we provide a broad and balanced Key Stage 
3 curriculum which is excellent preparation for GCSE and ‘A’ level 
success.

In Year 7, the majority of students will study Spanish, French or 
Mandarin as their Modern Foreign Language. A smaller number of 
students with difficulties in literacy and relatively low reading ages 
will follow a Literacy Intervention Programme instead.

In Year 7, students will experience a range of new lessons, including 
Technology and Computing. Students will also undertake a 
programme called Stepping Stones – a curriculum designed 
to prepare them for the different and increased challenges of 
secondary school. in years 8 and 9 students follow a Health 
and Wellbeing curriculum which includes Sex and Relationships 
Education. Students will have the opportunity to learn lots of new 
things, all underpinned by excellence in English and Maths.  

Further details about each subject are on our website:

www.theurswickschool.co.uk 

  

KS3 Curriculum 2022/23

TAI’JAH

My time at The 
Urswick School has 
been an engrossing 
and fun experience. 
The best thnig 
about the school 
is its inclusivity 
and numerous 
competitions being 
carried out. One 
piece of advice I 
would give to Year 
6 students is to take 
every opportunity 
you can!

My time here has 
been wonderful. The 
Urswick School is a 
place of kindness, 
love and work. I 
think one of the best 
things about the 
school is how kind 
the teachers are. 
They are teaching 
you to give you 
the opportunity to 
go to universities 
like Cambridge or 
Oxford. The Urswick 
School is lovely and 
I think it’s one of 
the best schools in 
London!

My time at The 
Urswick School 
has been very fun, 
the school is so 
welcoming. I’ve 
made many new 
friends. One of the 
things I like most 
is the free lunch! 
I’ve really enjoyed 
learning Technology 
because I’ve never 
done anything like 
it before. It’s my 
favourite lesson and 
I’m always excited 
to create something 
new. 

I think the best thing 
about The Urswick 
School is meeting 
new people and 
learning about 
new things. I have 
really enjoyed my PE 
lessons, because I 
have seen a whole 
different side to the 
subject. If I was to 
give advice to Year 6 
students I would say 
just be yourself and 
enjoy it!

Being at The Urswick 
School has been a 
great experience. 
All the teachers 
are lovely and the 
environment is 
great. It has been 
really nice to be 
welcomed into a 
new community. My 
advice would be to 
always do your work 
so you can do well 
in your assessments 
and be successful in 
the future. 

Start children off on the way 
that they should go, and even 
when they are old they will not 
turn from it.   Proverbs 22.6

“ “



Term Dates 2022/23

Where to buy our school 
uniform and PE kit
The school uniform and PE kit are available to buy from Rough Cut Casuals located in 
Islington. The shop is a short distance from school on a 38 bus, the Urswick Uniform is 
also available to order from their website: www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk. 

MONDAY 10AM – 6PM

TUESDAY 10AM – 6PM

WEDNESDAY 10AM – 6PM

THURSDAY 10AM -3PM

FRIDAY 10AM – 3PM

SATURDAY 10AM – 3PM

SUNDAY 10AM -3PM

THURSDAY SUMMER TIME OPENING TIMES : JULY 1st – SEPTEMBER 9TH 2022 10 - 6PM

Prayer for Urswick 500

Heavenly Father

Thank You for bringing us to the celebration of 500 years 
of The Urswick School.

Thank you for 500 years of education in Hackney, and 
thank you for the countless lives that education has 

improved.

Thank you for the vision of Christopher Urswick, whose 
500 year-old legacy teaches us that everyone deserves 
the opportunity to grow in wisdom, in love, in family, in 

faith, and in You.

Thank you for the dedication across 500 years of 
Urswick staff, who have worked to make this school a 
safe environment, in which such growth can happen.

Thank you for 500 years of Urswick students, happy, 
fulfilled, and loved by You as they have made their 
impact on this school, their community, and the world.

Thank you for watching over us for 500 years.  We have 
forged ourselves as a school of hope, peace and love: 
help us to continue to nurture these gifts with wisdom, 
strength and humility as we serve one another in Your 

name.

Amen.

Black History Month

AUTUMN TERM 2022: 

Year 7 Start: Monday 5th September

Half Term: Monday 24th October to  Friday 28th October

Finish: Friday 16th December at midday. 

Other dates will be confirmed on the school 

website and in student planner.

Mobile phones and 
electronic devices are 
banned in year 7-11

In Maths students 
in year 7 created 

a quiz on ‘5 
Famous black 

Mathematicians’ 
for their partner to 

complete.

Students took 
part in a poetry 

slam in the 
library! This was 

judged by some 
of our Sixth Form 

Students.

We showed 
Racism the 
Red Card!

Every year Black History Month is celebrated 
thorughout the whole school. The theme of this year’s 
Black History Month was ‘Proud to Be’ Here are some of 
our highlights!

In Science 
students have 
been tasked 
with making 

presentations 
about the 

achievements of 
black Scientists. 



Where to buy our school 
uniform and PE kit
The school uniform and PE kit are available to buy from Rough Cut Casuals located in 
Islington. The shop is a short distance from school on a 38 bus, the Urswick Uniform is 
also available to order from their website: www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk. 

MONDAY 10AM – 6PM

TUESDAY 10AM – 6PM

WEDNESDAY 10AM – 6PM

THURSDAY 10AM -3PM

FRIDAY 10AM – 3PM

SATURDAY 10AM – 3PM

SUNDAY 10AM -3PM

THURSDAY SUMMER TIME OPENING TIMES : JULY 1st – SEPTEMBER 9TH 2022 10 - 6PM

School Uniform
Our school uniform is compulsory throughout Years 7 to 11. All students wear:

 Pale blue shirt (polo shirts and white shirts are not permitted)

 School tie (clip-on) 

Navy school jumper with school logo  (£16 - £ 19)

Navy blue trousers (no black trousers)

Navy blue skirt (knee length; no black skirt)

Plain black tights or plain navy, black or white socks

Plain black footwear (flat heels, no colour marks or logos)

The official Urswick School scarf is available to buy from the school 
     reception for £5*

Muslim girls may wear a plain blue shalwar kameez or hijab. Full face veils  
 are not allowed.

* Students will be expected to take their scarves off in lessons; non school scarves will be
confiscated and returned at the end of the day.

PE Kit
Navy school PE T-shirt with school logo (£20-£21)

Navy blue tracksuit bottoms with school logo (£17.50-£21) or                
shorts* (£9 - £12)

Navy school PE sweatshirt with school logo (£25.50-£28.50)

School PE socks* (£5.50 - £6) 

Trainers

* Any student who wishes to compete for the school must wear a pair of navy blue shorts and 
school PE socks to training sessions and matches.

-  Shin pads (can only be worn if fully covered with school football 
socks).

-  Moulded football boots/blades or Astroturf Trainers (Astros)
Moulded football boots have rubber based studs instead of 
screw in  studs. This decreases the risk of injury but increases grip   
and stability.  Moulded football boots are allowed but screw in 

studs are not allowed.Shin pad                   Moulded football boots                  Astroturf trainers

Ties are provided on 
arrival in September as 
part of the Year 7 starter 
pack.

Some PE lessons will be taught on our Astroturf. You may wish to buy for your child some of the following items 
which are not compulsory but which will improve performance:

16 Chapel Market, 
Islington, 
London 
N1 9EZ              

t: 020 7837 7924
www.roughcutcasuals.co.uk

Full price list for The Urswick School Uniform is available from the school reception or Rough Cut Casuals


