Welcome
I am delighted to
welcome you to
the prospectus
for The Urswick
School Sixth
Form Academy.

Alps outstanding: 2017 and 2018 results
The OFSTED accredited organisation ALPS
(Advanced Level Performance System)
evaluates the data of school and Sixth
Form Colleges. Each school is then given
a score in terms of how much progress
Sixth Form students have made from
their different starting points and the
effectiveness of the teaching students
receive. In both 2017 and 2018 Urswick’s
ALPS Score in respect of year 12 AS Level
and Year 13 A Level places The Urswick
School Sixth Form Academy in the top
10% of Schools nationally. This means our
Sixth Form is graded Outstanding.
Some benefits of joining our Sixth Form
•
Quality teaching by a dedicated,
experienced team of A Level
teachers.
•
Your own IPad issued on long term
loan for your exclusive use.
•
Excellent support with university
applications, including for Oxbridge

•
•

•
•

and Russell Group Universities.
Use of the school library.
A free school lunch every day. The
Urswick remains the only school in
the country to give every student,
including our Sixth Form a free lunch.
A Year 12 Residential in the Autumn
Term.
Membership of our Sixth Form Alumni
-including invitations to special
events.

By 2021 (and for the start of year 13),
we will have an additional building
and even better facilities for the Sixth
Form including a dedicated Library and
Computer Science workshop.
Richard Brown
Executive Headteacher
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The Urswick School Sixth Form is a small
provision offering excellent opportunities
for students to progress to the University
of their choice. Primarily designed for
existing members of year 11, we also
welcome applications from external
applicants.

Life at the
Sixth Form
Academy
Moving into
the Sixth Form
Academy will
be a defining
moment in your
lives.

It marks a transition and brings
with it a changed status, an
acknowledgement that you are
now young adults within our
school and the wider community.
This change in status is evident in
many ways.

“ Being part of the Sixth Form

allowed me to develop the skill of
persistence and desire. It has shown
me that anything is possible if you
apply yourself. ”
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Sixth Form Academy

Waheed, Now studying at York
University

The
School Day
The school day is
different for Sixth
Form Academy
students.
Most of your lessons start at 9.30
am and may continue until 4.00
pm. Your lessons will be longer,
with many being taught in two
hour blocks.
If you do not have a lesson, you
will be timetabled for private
study in our school library or
canteen facilities. Your lunch
times will be extended and you
are allowed to leave the site. You
can purchase drinks and snacks
from the canteen until it closes in
the afternoon.

Sedgwick Awards 2019

School Uniform will also become
a thing of the past for you as we
welcome you back as young
adults.

dressed. For example, jeans,
trainers and hats are not allowed,
yet you do not have to wear a
suit or tie.

We expect younger students to
look up to Sixth Form students
and recognise your seniority, so
we will ask you to come to school
dressed in ‘work wear’, following
the same dress code as all adults
on site. This gives you some
flexibility within clear guidelines,
as we expect you to be smartly

Students who are taking A level
PE or BTEC in Sport are, just like
our PE teachers, able to dress
appropriately, wearing The
Urswick Sixth Form Academy PE
kit. We provide this to students
free of charge thanks to
sponsorship from Principal.
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Dress Code

Study Plus
iPads

Opening Doors

All students in the Sixth Form
Academy are issued with an iPad
on a long term loan. You will be
provided with Apps to help you
create assignments, conduct
research, organise your studies
and submit assignments to your
teachers. This state of the art
technology will enable you to be
fully supported in your studies.

Access to the school site is also
arranged differently for Sixth Form
students. You are given your own
swipe card to come into the
school.

Supervised Study
You will be timetabled with
‘supervised study’ periods during
the school day. The Library is also
open exclusively for Sixth Form
students to use until 5pm each
day (and all day on Saturdays).
This supervision is valued by our
students who feel supported
as they learn how to study
independently and manage the
increased workload demands of
Key Stage 5.

Your swipe card will also give you
access to other areas and more
freedom of movement around
the school site after 3.30 pm,
when the majority of younger
students have gone home.

“ For God did not

give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit
of power, love and
of self-discipline. “
2 Tim 1,7

“ The sixth form offers me
great support which opens
paths towards my dream
career. Teachers are extremely
encouraging”
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Year 13 student

Extra
Activities

Links with universities and Industry
Every student at The Urswick
School has the opportunity to
apply to one of our partnership
university outreach programs
or a networking program of
their choice. For those who
successfully complete the
university outreach programs,
reduced university offers are
made.

Kings College London Realising Opportunities students.

We offer links with:
•Kings College London.
•Gold Smiths Progression
Scheme.
•Goldsmiths Summer School
•SOAS Scholars program
•SOAS master Classes
• UCL path ways to Law
• LSE
• London College of Fashion
• Central St Martin’s
• Arts Emergency - mentoring
from Industry
• Cambridge Shadowing.
• Social Mobility Foundation

There is a residential for Sixth
Form students at the start
of Year 12. Students have
enjoyed Salsa classes, football,
archery, debating society and
mock trials amongst other
things. There are theatre and
cinema opportunities for those
interested and many students
have experienced the rewards
associated with mentoring
younger students in the school.
A number of our sixth form this
year and last year managed
to secure paid work with the
Stepping Stones program.

Work Experience
Every student in YR12
undertakes a week of quality
work experience in an area that
they wish to explore or choose
to take on a week of work in an
area that they recognise will
develop transferable skills. The
Sixth Form has links with many
companies such as:
•
Cross Rail 2
•
Fladgate Solicitors
•
Clayton Doyle Solicitors
•
Royal Free Hospital
•
Ernst Young
•
Ted Baker
•
Sainsbury Head Office
•
Spotify
•
KPMG
•
The Civil Service
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Enriching your
mind and
looking after your
wellbeing.

Clockwise from top: Year 13 Graduation Party 2019; Sixth Form Christmas Lunch; Sports
Day 2017; The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers’ Livery Dinner; Private Study.

Celebrating
Success
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The class
of 2019
achieved a
100% pass
rate at A
Level and
BTEC. Every
student
secured a
university
place.

Dilek Yener &
Javaughn McNeish
Trophy Winners
2014

2014
Dilek Yener

2015

2014
Javaughn McNeish

2016

2017

2017
Kanesha Edwards-Taylor

2016
Tuan Ta

2016
Latoya Okuneye

2017
Anil Suyur

2019

2018

2018
Olga Arslan

2015
Ibrahim Ganidagli

2015
Yasmin Hanson

2018
Minh Trinh

2019
Fatma Mohamed

2019
Amawry De Freitas

These awards are presented each year at our Alumni Evening for past
and present Sixth Form Academy Students.

2018-19 Graduate Destinations
Name

Destination

Aabid Shakirahmed

Architecture Apprenticeship

Allyson Junes Ramos Cabral

Law at Middlesex University

Amary Defreitas

Law at Kent University

Boglarka Buzasi

Interior Architecture and Design at Coventry University

Bradley Eadon

Apprenticeship

Callum Darlington

Business Management at Middlesex University

Dilan Boyraz

Architecture at University for Creative Arts

Dylan Nguyen

Economics at Middlesex University

Endea Stratchan

Film at Middlesex University

Farhan Ahmed

Railing and Engineering Apprenticeship with TFL

Fatma Mohammed

Economics, Statistics and Mathematics at Queen Mary
University London

Furtuna Abraha

Law at Staffordshire University

Geeta Kaur

Law at Middlesex University

Hamzah Boulis

Biomedical Engineering at Nottingham Trent University

Jianhui Guan

Architecture at Kingston University

Jonathan Martin

Computing at Coventry University

Kacper Filar

Accounting and Finance at South Bank University

Kieran Fray-Graham

English Literature with Film at Hertfordshire University

Kyrah Fagbemi

Gap Year

Lee Taylor

Computer Science at Newcastle Upon Tyne University

Lewis Pinion

Psychology at University of Westminster

Lucasz Kocurek

Sociology and Criminology at Middlesex University

Majidah Oladiran

Chemical Engineering at University of Surrey

Manisha Kayr

Law at Middlesex University

Naheemat Lawal

Sociology and Criminology at University of Birmingham

Nezihe Yay

Linguistics at Edinburgh University

Nicole Thorpe

Sociology at University of Essex

Rizwan Rashid

Computer Science with Management at Queen Mary
Law at Middlesex University

Sean Mccaron

Drama and Theatre at Plymouth University

Shakur Muwanda

Law at Warwick University

Temitope Akande

Pharmacy at University of East Anglia

Yaren Malay

Psychology at City University
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University
Sandeep Kaur

“By having access to
teachers who already
know how we learn,
enables students of
the sixth form to start
achieving their full potential in their A levels
as soon as they can,
skipping the stress of
making new relationships at the beginning
of the year”

2.

5.

“The teachers at this school
are supportive and motivate
me to work at my potential.”
Anh,
Year 13 student

Domingas
Year 12 Student

Augustine,
Year 13 Student

4. “The Sixth Form provides
you with the fundamental
academic tools needed
to succeed alongside
3. “ The transition from year
unconditionally supportive
11 to the sixth form is very
staff and students, as well
smooth. All of the teachers
as providing you with
will know you and your
enrichment opportunities to
strengths , so you will hit the
enhance your transferable
ground running with your
skills”
education”
Fatou,
Year 13 Student
Cosmo,
Year 12 Student

Miriam,
Year 12 Student

1.

6. “In the 6th form we are
taught independence, most
importantly we are offered
opportunities for extra
curricular activities, that will
help develop vital skills for
your future.“

“The best thing about
studying at Urswick is the
welcoming atmosphere,
and the willingness and
enthusiasm of the teachers,
who challenge you to work
to your highest ability.“

2.

3.

4.

7.

5.

“The Urswick Sixth Form
provides an amazing
learning environment that
allows me to succeed in my
academic goals”
Mikolaj
Year 13 Student

6.

7.
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1.

Meet Our Students

Meet Our Sixth Form Team
“English Literature enables
young people to explore
challenging ideas and gives
them the forum to express
their own views. A love of
literature helps to develop a
skill set which can be carried
in to higher education and the
workplace.”
Lorna Stannard
Head of English

2.

“Studying A level Ethics allows
students to engage with, and
understand human moral
behaviour. From whether it is right
to go to war to what the word
‘right’ even means; these topics
are not only our specialism where
years of study have produced high
quality teaching, but they are our
passion too.”
Joe Grant
Philosophy and Ethics Teacher

4.

“Studying the A level
Sciences allows students
to engage with, and
understand the world
around them. From the tiny
atomic level in Chemistry,
a larger cellular aspect
in Biology and Physics
provides perspective on the
entire universe.”

6.

Muna Sheikh-Vaid, Law and
Government and Politics
Teacher

2.

“I’ve enjoyed PE and
sport for as long as I can
remember and it’s a subject
where students have the
opportunity to express
themselves and show off
their talents.“
Tanya Blacksley
PE Teacher

Martin Laird
Head of Science

3. “I have a real passion for
Law and Politics and enjoy
teaching subjects which
resonate with the real world.
I enjoy working with the
students and seeing them
blossom into young mature
adults.”

1.

5.

“To study Philosophy, Ethics and
Theology is to ponder the big questions
in life. Lessons revolve around
discussing topics where there are no
easy answers such as the existence of
the universe or what happens when we
die. Students learn what the greatest
thinkers in history have to say about
these issues and whether they agree
with them or not.”

Charlotte Silcock
Head of RE
3.

4.

5.

6.
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1.

The
Curriculum
Students joining our Sixth Form
Academy still have a unique
opportunity in that we will
continue to build our curriculum
around your choices.
Timetables will vary depending
upon your personal Sixth Form
choices but will be drawn from
the subjects listed in the back of
this prospectus.

The subjects you see listed are
the subjects that we know we are
intending to offer.
If you don’t see a subject listed
and you are really interested in
studying it, tell us.
We need feedback from you in
order to expand our curriculum
offer so that it meets your needs.

Students will be able to spend
Year 12 studying up to 4 AS Levels
and most will reduce this to up to
3 A Levels in Year 13.
Art
Biology
Computing
Chemistry
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Literature
History
Law
Mandarin
Mathematics
PE
Philosophy and Ethics
Photography
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish

BTEC
We offer BTEC Level 3 awards.
These courses, just like A Levels,
allow you to progress onto
University.
Sport

EPQ
All students undertake the
Extended Project Qualification on
a topic of their choice.

English & Maths
GCSEs
We continue our emphasis on
English and Maths in Key Stage
5 and expect everyone to leave
The Urswick School with at least
a grade 4 in their GCSEs in
these subjects. So if you were
unsuccessful in getting these
grades during KS4, we will make
sure that your studies continue
in KS5. This is a legal requirement
and will be the same in every
school and college.

Additional
Qualifications
We will offer a range of additional
qualifications which will run
alongside your main courses to
enrich your curriculum offer. These
could include Sports Leaders
Awards, the Extended Project
Qualification and other work /
finance related qualifications.
As well as providing you with a
broader curriculum offer, these
courses also add to the points
you will be seeking to gain in the
UCAS ‘tariff’ which will get you
onto the University courses of
your choice.
Sixth Form Academy
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AS / A Level

Why
Choose Us?
Because we
know you
Being a Sixth Former here will be
special. You will ‘hit the ground
running’ as you won’t have to
waste time getting to know your
teachers (they will also know
you!).
Our knowledge of you means
that it is more likely that you will
have chosen courses which are
appropriate for you – this means
that you will be more likely to
succeed.

Because we care
Former students have again and
again come back to explain
that the thing they missed most
about Key Stage 5 life outside The
Urswick School was the care and
support of their teachers.
We know that when you feel safe
and well cared for, you are free to
achieve your full potential.

Because we’ll
support you
We will support you every step
of the way, from your Sixth Form
induction (which starts in July) to
your graduation dinner.
We’ll teach you how to use
your study time effectively and
will keep in regular touch with
you and your parents about
your academic progress. We’ll
continue to do anything and
everything to help you to achieve.
Fiona Bishop,
Head of Sixth Form Academy

