
This Newsletter looks back on an exciting 
Summer Term and is full of information about 
September 2021 and beyond.

The last year has seen unprecedented disruption to education 
and our lives in general as we come to terms with the impact 
of Covid-19. I was constantly inspired by the resilience of 
students and staff and our collective determination to 
overcome the barriers we faced. Our excellent A Level results 
were vindication of all of these efforts. All of our Year 13s are 
going onto a university of their choice (some after a gap 
year) and 30% have gained places at either Oxbridge or a 
Russell Group University – a new high point for the school.

Miriam Summers achieved A* in Sociology, Ethics and Theology, and, History and 
is going to read Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at Cambridge, whilst Cosmo 
Siddons is going to study Chinese at Oxford. Cosmo achieved A* in English Literature, 
History and Politics. Cambridge and Oxford are ranked as the best Universities in 
the UK and probably in the world. It is a great credit to Miriam, Cosmo, their families 
and teachers that they will become the first Urswick students to attend Oxford or 
Cambridge. I hope they inspire others to follow their path and Believe and Achieve. 
Fourteen years ago when I became Head of what was then Hackney Free, nobody 
would have believed that our students would be graduating to Oxbridge, especially 
as we didn’t even have a Sixth Form! This school continues to change lives and set 
new records. We also want to be a source of nourishment for all members of the 
school community by providing an excellent education and a free school lunch for 
every student whether entitled to Free School Meals or not. Jesus said, “If you love me, 
feed my sheep” which is part of our Christian vision for the school.

Our aim for September is to run a near normal school whilst continuing to reduce risk 
from Covid-19. Unless medically exempt, children will still be required to wear face 
coverings in corridors and other indoor spaces, but not in classrooms. Lessons 
will return to the full range of activities including practical work, group work and more 
varied classroom layouts. Year group assemblies will also return.

We will continue to communicate with parents remotely and visitors will not be 
admitted without an appointment and will be asked to wear a face covering. 
Hopefully as the proportion of parents who are fully vaccinated continues to rise 
we can return to face-to-face parent events though we will keep this under review. I 
am looking forward to meeting parents and children in Year 5 and 6 at our Open 
Evening at 5.30pm on Tuesday 5th October. We can discuss how your child can 
achieve their full potential at Urswick and progress to Oxford, Cambridge or another 
life chance of their choice! 

I wish you health and happiness during the term ahead.

Believe and Achieve 

The Urswick School

newsletter
Tea with The Head

Sedwick Service

Sports Day

Issue 59 – August 2021

Believe and Achieve

Executive Headteacher

STUDENTS IN YEAR 7 TO 11 ARE BANNED FROM 
BRINGING MOBILE PHONES TO SCHOOL. IF 
FOUND, PHONES WILL BE CONFISCATED AND 
RETURNED AT THE END OF EACH HALFTERM

Start of Term 

September 2021

We have a staggered start due 
to the requirement to carry 
out Lateral Flow Tests on site in 
September. Parents will receive 
a letter outlining these details.

The Term starts as follows:

Year 7

Monday 6th September at 8.30am

Year 8

Thursday 9th September at 8.30am

Year 9

Thursday 9th September at 8.30am

Year 10

Friday 10th September at 9.30am

Year 11 

Monday 6th September at 9.30am

Year 12 

Monday 6th September at 9.30am

Year 13 

Friday 10th September at 1.30pm

(Year 13 remote learning from 
Monday 6th September)



Arts Week 2021

Tea With The Head

Sixth Form 
GraduationIn July we had a fantastic 

Arts Week. From specimen 
drawings in Science, Rangoli 
artwork and curve stitching 
in Maths to role plays and 
raps in MFL! Students have 
really enjoyed exploring 
their creative side and 
expressing themselves in a 
creative way across the curriculum. Rudolph 
Walker CBE, kindly recorded a special message for 
our students towards the end of term celebrating our 
student’s creativity

Did you know…?

In 2019 arts and culture contributed £10.47 billion to 
the UK economy. This corresponds to 0.5% of total UK 
economic output.

There were an estimated 226,000 jobs in the arts and 
culture sector in 2019, 40% of these were based in 
London.

Being a Londoner, your interest and studies in the Arts 
could lead to a very successful career - performing, 
directing, writing, producing, designing, stage and 
technical crew – the list is endless!

The seaside came to Urswick for this year’s extra special ‘Tea with the Head’. Those learners 
in Years 7 and 8 who had achieved 120 credits were treated with a marquee in the 
playground, beach games, an ice cream van, drinks and cakes. It was a really special 
afternoon. Urswick’s new Student Leadership Team applauded students who had gained 
the required number of credits as they entered the marquee for their rewards.

Credits are issued by staff members for excellent effort, high quality work and 
behaviour, and, contributing positively to The Urswick community. 120 students gained 
120 credits including by submitting work during lockdown. Mr Brown emerged from behind a 
specially created office door marked ‘Headteacher’s Summer Office’ whilst Mr Rotimi led us in 
a prayer of thanksgiving. The seaside fun included ‘Hook a Duck’ and other games whilst the 
ice cream van dispersed a never-ending amount of lollies and ninety nines.

Hopefully those students in Year 7 who did not qualify for ‘Tea with the Head’ will work 
harder and produce more homework in order to get 120 credits next year.

Students wrote postcards to their staff member of choice.

“Thank you so much for putting effort into teaching. The past two years have been 
a blast and I am so grateful.”

“I want to thank you for helping me on my path to greatness”

“It has been a pleasure joining this incredible school and having you as my 
Urswick Parent. I enjoyed being your student.”

Thanks to Mr Stuart Bennett (Assistant Head) who organised ‘Tea with the Head’ along with 
Mr Wood, Ms Merchant-Hall, Heads of Learning and Urswick Parents.

To see more photos from our events please see our website! www.theurswickschool.co.uk

The Urswick School has an Artsmark Platinum Award

We were able to send 
off the year 13 class of 
2021 in style with a sit 
down dinner. Cosmo 
and Merit read a heart 
felt speech of thanks 
to the staff and school 
as a whole. There was 
much laughter at the 
screening of video 
which displayed 
highlights from their seven year journey. It was 
a wonderful evening shared by students and staff to 
wrap up their time at The Urswick School and signal 
their transition into members of our growing Alumni. 



The Sedgwick Service 2021
On Friday 25th June, Years 10 and 11 attended the annual Sedgwick 
Service. The school was delighted to return to St John at Hackney 
Church for the first time since 2018. Dressed in their best attire, 
Year11 students were all presented with their National Record of 
Achievement, to celebrate their successes over the last five years. A 
number of Year 11 students were presented with subject awards for 
English, Maths, Science, Creative Excellence and one additional Yr10 
award for RE. Congratulations to all the winners!

Alongside the subject awards, 15 students were awarded with 
Sedgwick Medals. The Head Boy and Head Girl 2020-21 were 
awarded trophies that had been kindly donated to the school 
by David Horder, Keith Brown, John Reeve and James Davis. 
(who attended themselves from 1955-1961) to celebrate our 
500th Anniversary. Finally, at the end of the service , Year 10 were 
celebrating as the new student leadership team was announced. 
Congratulations to the new team!

Ms MoIse - Deputy Headteacher        

2021 AWARD WINNERS
Subject Awards

The Jahmal Mason Blair Award goes to: Karrell Harris

The Cordwainers Award for Creativity goes to: Malaika Parillon 

Langlais Baron 

The subject award for English goes to: Joyce Lumembo

The subject award for Maths goes to: Osamagbe Nathan Eruogun

The subject award for Science goes to: Ishaaq Ahmed

The Yr10 subject award for RE goes to:  Anisa Begum

The Shereka Marsh History Award goes to:  Ciara Robinson

The 1st Endeavour Award goes to: Victoria Szent-Kirallyi (Year 12)

The 2nd Endeavour Award goes to: Hasan Miah (Year 12)

Sedgwick Medal Winners
Yvette Serieux
Lara Alabi 
Kayla-Louis Slater-Fox
Danielle Bahissi
Sabina Olchowik
Ana Dos Santos Paiva
Joyce Nzuzi
Malaika Parillon Langlais 
Baron
Osamagbe Nathan Eruogun
Mustafa Sag 
Amin Osman
Ryan Da Costa 
Orobosa Okundia-Best
Isaac Summers 
Bruno Pereira Dos Barros

Staff Sedgwick Medal

To see more photos from our events please see our website! www.theurswickschool.co.uk

Mr Dele Rotimi 
was presented 
with this 
award in 
recognition 
of his 
unique 
contribution to the 
school. He is leaving Urswick 
to take up a well deserved 
Headship in North London.



SPORTS DAY 2021

Autumn Term 2021

Staggerd Start - Please see front page. 
Half Term - Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October
End of Term - Friday 17th December at midday
Spring Term 2022

Start of Term - Tuesday 4th January 

Half Term - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February
End of Term - Friday 8th April 

Summer Term 2022

Start of Term - Monday 25th April

Half Term - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
End of Term - Monday 18th July (Sport’s Day)

INSET DAYS will be advised separately 

2021/2022
Term Dates           

Urswick made a welcome return to Lee Valley Stadium for our annual 
Sports’ Day which involved Year 8, 9 and 12. Year 7 took part in a separate 
sport and activities day at school.

The overall winners of Sports’ Day 2021 were 8MAT. Points were awarded 
for a whole series of events including 100m, 200m, 800m, Long Jump and 
High Jump. To add to the fun there was an Egg and Spoon Race, Welly 
Throwing, The Bean Bag Throw and Tug-of-War.

9SSE took the honours for their year group with 9BIB runners-up. The best 
female athlete was Ade and best male athlete Denzel. 12BIF took the Sixth 
Form prize with 12CLR very close runners-up. The most important 
aspect was taking part and earning points for your Family 
Learning Group. Lots of students left Lea Valley with multiple 
medals after a day of fun and outdoor exercise.  

Thanks to Ms Blacksley, who was organising her first Sports’ Day, 
the PE department and Sixth Form BTEC PE students who officiated 
many of the events.

Follow 
@urswickschool on Twitter and @theurswickschool on Instagram for news andphotos from across the school!


