Artsmark Platinum

Confucious Classroom

Last Year The Urswick School
was awarded with the Artsmark
Platinum Award. In the report
given to the school they
highlighted just some of the
school strengths. The report read
- “Your school’s range of offer is clearly outstanding in
some areas and you have extended this further through
the introduction of ‘drop down’ days for arts-based
enrichment, the introduction of A level photography and
the wide range of exciting experiences available through
partnerships with Arts organisations, notably in relation to
theatre.”
- “Through your partnerships and especially with Arts
Emergency, you actively promote arts and cultural
industries as genuine career choices, and offer
opportunities to experience working alongside industry
professionals.

We recently reported that the Urswick School won an
award for Confucious Classrrom. This means our school
has been offically recognised for the excellent work in
promoting the study of Mandarin Chinese. This plaque
will be displayed proudly in the school.

Wellbeing
Award

We are delighted
to announce that
The Urswick School
- “Your development of trips to China and Africa, for which
has achieved ‘The
pupils themselves raised funds and where they led Drama
Wellbeing Award for
and Dance lessons with students, are impressive”
Schools’ accreditation.
This means our school has been
officially recognised for all of the work we do in
regards to the wellbeing of our staff and pupils. Working
Following lockdown, all Key Stage 3 students have been
towards achieving the award has helped us further
following an intensive period of fitness lessons in order
develop and embed our work to promote positive
to make up for possible periods of inactivity over the last
wellbeing and mental health for
few months. Students have been involved in completing
the whole school community
various fitness tests and taking part in lots of fitness based and gain accreditation for the
work during their PE lessons. They also had the opportunity work we have already done.
to take part in some sportshall athletics. Since half term,
Thank you to the whole school
we have been doing socially distanced and adapted
community for your support and
activities in order to keep students safe but get them back hard work in achieving this award.
to a bit of routine! Sports such as netball, badminton and
table tennis have been followed in lessons, as well as no
contact football. It is great to see Urswick students back in Ms Blacksley - Head of Health and Wellbeing
lessons and taking part in physical activity! Unfortunately
there is no competitive sport against other schools at
the moment, but we continue to take part in virtual
competitions when they arise. From 7th December, a few
OOHL clubs will be back on offer after school, including
volleyball, table tennis, badminton and indoor cricket.
There will also be fitness clubs for Years 10, 11 and the Sixth
Form. Students should see the notice board near the PE
office for days and times.

Mr Bennett - Head of PE

Art Corner

I would also like to mention that now the weather is
getting colder and not so pleasant, students should be
prepared for taking part in PE outside as much as possible.
They are able to wear the PE long sleeve top over their
polo shirt (available from the school uniform shop), or
a long sleeve Under Armour type top (in black or navy)
that can be worn under their polo shirt. School jumpers or
coats are not allowed to be worn in PE lessons, so please
speak to your son or daughter and make sure that they
are prepared for this.

Portrait by Martyna Sledzinska
in year 12

PE Update
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A Term to Remember!

In many ways 2020 has been a year to
forget but I suspect none of us will be
able to do so. After the Summer Term
‘lockdown’, it was fantastic to welcome
our students back in September. As this
newsletter shows, we have returned to
some normality and also a degree of
renewal and recovery.
That being said, this has been the most challenging term in my 35
years as a teacher. On your behalf I want to thank the staff at Urswick
who are all heroes alongside NHS workers, those working in social
care, transport, supermarkets and other key sectors. Coronavirus has
led us to think again about what is most important. In this school
cleaners and cooks have played as big a part as teachers and
indeed Headteachers. There are signs that this is already being
forgotten in government – I am sure we will remember the people who
have helped us most in our prayers this Christmas.
Having enjoyed attendance rates of about 94% (almost preCovid levels), we have had an increase in absences related to
Covid towards the end of term. Some of this is a result of risk-taking
behaviours. The school community should not be put at risk, as it
has been, by a minority of families. Please DO NOT send your child to
school if they have symptoms or if another member of the household
has symptoms. DO NOT send your child to school if any member of
your household is waiting for the results of a Covid test. Unfortunately,
both of these circumstances have happened and has put others at
risk as a result. Please help us to keep your children and the school
community safe.
I wish everyone a happy Christmas and safe 2021.
With love and prayers.

Believe and Achieve

Executive Headteacher

Spring Term sta
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Year 10 RE
Success!
At the end of Year 10 our students
take their GCSE in Religious Studies,
which is excellent preparation for
the other GCSEs they will sit in May
2021. Congratulations to our top
achievers who were all awarded
top grades (8 and
9)

Urswick
Remembers

The school fell silent on
Remembrance Day to remember
those who have lost their lives due
to war and conflict.

Jeans for Genes
On Friday the 18th, the staff and sixth form
students at the Urswick school took part in “Jeans
for Genes” day, an annual fundraising event that
helps children in the U.K. with genetic disorders. By
donating and coming to school in our jeans, we
were able to support research into genetic disorders
in a fun and positive way. The staff and sixth form
students all really enjoyed
participating alongside one
another ,especially when taking
the annual group photo. We
are proud to have raised over
£320 and hope to continue
supporting “Jeans for Genes” by
raising more money next year.

£320
Raised!

KS3 Recycling
Project
KS3 Technology students were given
a task of researching recycled toys.
Unfortunately, we live in a throw
away world and our blue bins are
full of card, plastics and many other
materials. For example, a plastic
screw top mineral water bottle could
be used as a wheel. KS3 students’
brief was to design a model toy
made from recycled materials
which could be manufactured
into a possible marketable toy.
Most designers only use new
materials to produce prototypes
which is not helping saving the
planet.
I was very, very impressed with the
creative designs
that were submitted. We have many talented practical
students at TUS, hopefully future designers and engineers
who will work towards improving our quality of life. I would like
to display a gallery of photographs of the fantastic designs,
unfortunately there is not enough space. Here are just a
few. Many thanks for all the parents who encouraged their
children to complete this project.

School Games
The Covid 19 crisis has meant a halt to the traditional
School V School sports, but the School Games
Organisation has developed a calendar of Virtual
competition which is being run by The London Youth
Games Organisation.
The Competition sees the London Boroughs competing
against each other in a series of activities based on the
School Games sports.
Schools in each borough do the exercises and send
them in, to count for their Borough.
The Urswick School are the only Hackney School taking
part in this, with some of our Year 7, 8 and 9 classes
competing each week. Some Boroughs have over 30
schools taking part.
The efforts of our young people have Hackney in 10th
place (the top third in London) despite being the only
representatives.
The sports we have done so far are; Rugby, Volleyball,
Handball, Football, Hockey, Boccia and American
Football.
Please remember to
write you

Mr Lefevre - School child’s name on every item of r
school
uniform and PE Kit.
Games

Mr Howard - Technology Teacher

Meet Youlande
Harrowell - Director of
Sixth Form
DID YOU ALWAYS WANT TO
BE A TEACHER AND WHY DID
YOU DECIDE TO GO INTO THAT
PROFESSION?
After graduating, I was
unsure what I wanted to
do. I managed to secure
a graduate role as a Sales
Executive. Although it paid
well and I admit, working in
an office in Canary Wharf was
pretty amazing, the role didn’t
allow me to give back to my
community which was a key
reason why I left.
When I was a teenager, I went
to a very diverse secondary
school and I felt inspired
by the amazing staff who
worked there. They gave me
confidence to aspire to be
whatever I wanted to be and
the gift, of a love of learning. I
became a teacher so I could

offer that same inspiration and
cultivate a love of learning for
my students.
IF YOU COULD GIVE YOUR
YOUNGER SELF SOME ADVICE
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Don’t be afraid or ashamed of
your differences; celebrate and
be proud of them.
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST
ABOUT
WORKING
AT THE
URSWICK SCHOOL?
The school community. From
the cleaning staff to the admin
team. From the students to the
teachers. They have all made
me feel incredibly welcome and
I feel like I’ve found a school I’d
like to work in for many years to
come!
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Urswick Results
2020
Congratulations to our Year 13
graduates, who were all offered a place
at university.
Name

Destination

Dennis Acheampong

University of Northampton

Maria Adeneye

Coventry University

Mercy Aganmuyi

University of Essex

Asif Ahmed

Kings College London

Khadija Akewusure

De Montfort University

Chloe Chilvers

London South Bank University

Mikolaj Cios

Applying to Universities in Poland

N'Shante Cole

University of Wolverhampton

Latifah Dos Reis Furtado

University of Northampton

Alim Farouk-Alhassan

UCFB

Makeda Farrell

De Montfort University

Nabillah Hussain

Goldsmiths University

Fatou Jallow

Warwick University

Augustine Kodom

University of Northampton

Deborah Malemba

University of Northampton

Micah McFarlane

Kingston University

Barbara Mendes

Coventry University

Kevian Mitchel

Gap year

Brian Mpaka

Nottingham Trent University

Darren Mutebi

Working in Industry

Husnah Naklema

Nottingham University

Jason Ngo

Birkbeck University

Elizabeth Olatunji

Coventry University

Kayode Omo-Baruwa

Goldsmiths University

Temi-Osunlalu

Kent University

Melike Ozzengin

University of Southampton

Yasin Sahin

Birkbeck University

Ishaq Salique

UCFB

Jamelia Sarah Savannah Samuel

The University of Northampton

Stacey Santos Mota

Goldsmiths University

Oluwakemi Sojirin

Aston University

Aylin Suyur

Birkbeck University

Patryk Thomas

Staffordshire University

Anh Vu

The London School of Economics and Political
Sciences (LSE)

Mashaal Waseem

The University of Law

GCSE Results Day in Photos

Black History Month at Urswick
Winner of the Black Hero History Month
Competition 2020
Claudette Colvin by Skye Chouffot
7 THL
My black hero is Claudette
Colvin, a brave, confident and
intelligent women who stood
up to racism in the USA. As a teenage
schoolgirl she suffered from the unfair system
of 1950s America. Claudette was a normal
teenager who decided to fight for freedom.
Despite Rosa Parks, this lady was the first person
who was arrested for refusing to give up her
seat to a white person on a bus, in Montgomery,
Alabama in the USA. This incident happened on
March 2nd 1955, Nine months prior to the more
well-known protest by Rosa Parks. However, earlier
that day, Claudette had written a school essay
based on segregation and unfairness. Hours
after a white woman had boarded the bus she
was on and the bus driver told her to get out of
her seat. Staying strong and confident, Colvin
had decided she was once and for all going to
stand up to racism and inequality. She refused
to give up her seat. Later that day, she got
handcuffed, arrested and physically removed
from the bus. As Colvin was a teenager who was
pregnant and not “fair skinned” like Rosa, she did
not receive much attention or praise. Colvin was
as brave as many others and refused to move.
Black people were treated differently in the 1950s
and
nobody should be treated differently
due
to
looks, skin colour or anything
else. All black heroes should
be in history for standing up
for what is right and wrong.
Nobody deserves to be
treated differently due to
skin colour. Colvin stood
up for her rights and for
everybody else. From
studying Colvin I have
learnt an important
moral. Always stand
up for what is right and
never loose faith in yourself for
doing the right thing.

Black History Month Assembly
A group of year 8 and
9
students
wrote
and directed an
assembly which was
shown to all students
on their black heroes
for Black History Month.
The script was written by
Olyah Backhouse 8KKA and Ekponmwen OkundiaBest 8KKA.
The students who gave speeches in the filmed
assembly were Marie 9FEK, Ade 9BIB, Mathilda 9BIB,
Daiane 9BIB and Ekine. Well done for creating a
fabulous and inspiring assembly.
Mr Williams O’Gorman - Head of History

Black History Month In Music
In Music during Black History Month students learnt
more about African Music,

Black History Month In Music
In Mandarin during Black History Month students
learnt to describe their favourite celebrity in Mandarin
Chinese,

2020/2021
Term Dates
Spring Term 2021:
•
•
•

Start: Monday 4th January
Half Term: Monday 15th February to 19th
February

Finish: Friday 26th March

Summer Term 2021:
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•

Start: Monday 12th April

•

Half Term: Monday 31st May - Friday 4th

•

Finish: Wednesday 21st July.

June

Please note carefully the dates for our
Easter Holiday
which are different from some other Hack
ney Schools.

