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What is special about the Key Stage 4 curriculum? 
 

The principles underpinning our KS4 curriculum are: 
 

 A broad and balanced curriculum in Key Stage 4, defined by your entitlement to a 

full range of courses and nationally recognised qualifications. 

 

 A recognition of the importance of core subjects.  Success in the core subjects will 

provide you with a solid foundation for progression onto higher level courses and 

future careers. 

 

 Flexibility and choice.  During Key Stage 4, you are working between the 

compulsory curriculum of Key Stage 3 and the greater choice and flexibility of 

study post-16.  You deserve a curriculum that is motivating, challenging and 

prepares you effectively for employment, further learning and adult life. 

 

 Coherence and progression. As you begin to develop your own mix of subjects, 

you should be able to access coherent learning programmes that enable you to 

progress to further learning at age 16 and beyond, including by joining The Urswick 

School Sixth Form Academy. 

 

 High quality guidance and support is essential to ensure your interests, needs and 

aspirations are met. 

 

 Maximising chances of success.  We will make use of prior attainment data and 

national progress data to ensure you can reach your full potential.  We can 

provide a clear indication of your likely progress on particular courses and make 

firm recommendations to you and your parents/carers. 

 

Looking ahead to The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy 

 
The Options process is an essential step in you looking ahead to future study and a 

possible future career.  Most of  you will go on from Key Stage 4 into Key Stage 5 at 

The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy.  In both 2017 and 2018 the Urswick School 

Sixth Form Academy was graded outstanding by ALPS (data analysis organisation 

accredited by Ofsted) in terms of the progress demonstrated by our students. This 

puts us in the top 10% of Schools nationally. The class of 2019 achieved a 100% pass 

rate at A Level and BTEC and every student secured a place at University. Urswick 

students have gone on to study at Bristol, Manchester, Warwick, and York universities 

as well as prestigious universities in London such as LSE and Queen Mary.  

 

Why do I need this booklet? 
 

This Options Guide is designed to be used by you and your parents/carers. It 

provides a summary of your Option Pathway and details of the courses that you 

can follow in Key Stage 4.  It contains useful information describing the content, 

forms of assessment and type of learning involved in each subject.  Read through 

this booklet carefully and discuss these options with your parents/carers, senior 

teachers, subject teachers and Urswick Parent.  The more information you can get 

the better!      
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What are the Option Pathways? 
 

National data enables us to predict your chances of success in particular subjects 

with considerable accuracy.  We believe it is important to use that information when 

helping you to make the most appropriate choice of Option Pathway and courses.  

The Option Pathway that you will take is determined by your prior attainment.  We 

know that you are most likely to succeed following the EBACC Pathway. 
 

EBACC Pathway 

 

This is a pathway that follows the English Baccalaureate, a measure of achievement 

based on  achieving a good pass (5 or above) in the following subjects – English, 

Maths, Science (Combined Science or Computer Science), a Modern Foreign 

Language and a Humanities subject (History). You will also aim to achieve the long-

standing benchmark of a good pass (5 or above) in English, Maths and at least three 

other GCSE subjects. 

 

Your GCSEs will be graded from 9 to 1, with 9 being the top grade. The expectation in 

all your subjects is that you achieve a 5 or above.  

 

This pathway offers you a range of GCSE subjects, both academic and practical.  It is 

suitable for you if you have an interest in more traditional areas of study and the 

desire to progress onto further and higher education, including ‘A’ Levels and 

university.  
 

 

Can I choose all my Key Stage 4 subjects? 
 

 

Not exactly – you must study the EBACC core subjects.  You will continue to study 

these subjects:  English Language, English Literature, Maths, Combined Science, a 

Modern Foreign Language, Religious Education, Physical Education and PSHEE.  Most 

of your core subjects will lead to GCSE qualifications (English Language and English 

Literature, Maths, Science (2 GCSEs), Religious Education and Modern Foreign 

Languages). 

 

Physical Education is delivered through practical Games lessons and is also available 

as a GCSE option.  PSHEE is delivered through enrichment days, family learning time, 

assemblies and special events and you will cover the essential life skills you need for 

Relationship and Sex Education as well as important themes around Work- Related 

Learning, Enterprise, Health and Careers Education. You will also study ICT across all of 

your subjects (Computer Science is also available as an Option choice).   

 

Along with the core, you will study 2 option subjects including History.  When choosing 

your option, you should think carefully about the content of each subject.  Are you 

interested and motivated by the subject-specific knowledge and skills?  You should 

also think about the type of assessment in the subject and whether this suits your 

preferred style of learning.  

 
Remember that each course will last until the end of Year 11 and once you’ve started 

a course it is very difficult to swap to a different one.  You need to make the right 

choice now! 
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Why do I have to choose options? 
 

The next two years are a foundation for the rest of your life.  Whatever you decide 

now may make a difference between success and failure in the future.  We will 

advise on the pathway that you will follow at Key Stage 4 based on your prior 

attainment.  It is very important that you choose your options carefully in order to 

increase your chances of success. 
 

 

Will I get my first choices? 
 

Whilst it is our aim to ensure that as many of you as possible can study your first 

choices, we cannot guarantee that all of you will get your top option choices. With 

over 150 students all choosing different subjects, it is sometimes impossible to give 

everybody their top choices. 

 

There is always a possibility that not enough students will choose a particular 

subject to make up a class; in this case, the subject will be withdrawn and second 

choices automatically inserted. It is also possible that more students wish to take a 

subject than can be accommodated; in this case some students will be given an 

alternative option. 

 

You should therefore make sure that all of your choices are subjects that you 

definitely want to study, it will be very difficult to change afterwards. You have 

been given until Thursday 2nd April 2020 to make sure that you are certain about 

your decisions, so use this time to speak to as many different people as possible. 

 

What do I have to do to succeed? 
 

The next two years of your education are very important for you. You must be as 

successful as possible, learning as much as you can to form the basis of your future 

qualifications. Careful planning and serious revision is the key to examination 

success. You should choose option subjects where you know you will succeed. 

 

In every subject, you will be set regular homework. You will be expected to spend 

at least one hour on each piece of homework set for each subject. The courses are 

all devised so that the homework is an important part of them, as is the work you do 

in class. You will not be ready for your examinations or assessments unless you 

complete all the homework that is set. In addition to studying and completing 

homework for up to 3 hours a night, you will also have compulsory lesson 6 in some 
subjects in Year 10. Everyone has compulsory lesson 6 in Year 11. 

 

The school supports GCSE students by offering extensive opportunities for private 

study and revision.  This includes the school library, open every afternoon until 4pm 

and The Urswick Homework Club, open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

until 4pm. There will also be revision sessions offered to GCSE students after school 

and during school holidays.  

 

Excellent school attendance is essential to be successful in your GCSEs. Your 

attendance target is 95% plus.  Family holidays must not be taken in term time.  
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What happens next?  
 

You will need to read carefully through this booklet at home.  You will have the 

opportunity to discuss your potential choices with a senior teacher to give you a 

chance to think about your options. 

 

You will need to complete your Option Choice Form and hand it in to Ms Braggins or 

Ms Faramarzi on the deadline (Thursday 2nd April 2020) in the Watson Playground at 

12.45pm.   

 

We will then allocate your options based on your choices.  We will do our utmost to 

give you your top choice of subjects but it is impossible to guarantee that this will 

happen.  We will match up the demand of what is practical and possible.  

Remember, if a subject is oversubscribed and we are unable to offer two groups, or 

if a class is not possible due to insufficient choices, then we will direct you to a 

reserve choice;  you will need to make the best possible choices in case this 

happens.  

 

You need to think very carefully about the subjects that you want to study. There is 

no point choosing a subject that you do not like or are not successful at, just because 

your friend wants to do it. The way the timetable works out, you might not end up in 

the same group as your friend anyway! 

 

When you make your option choices, you should also think about your plans for after 

Year 11, including The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy, Further and Higher 

Education, Training Schemes and Apprenticeships. The choices you make now could 

be affected by what you might want to do post-16, whether you want to follow a 

training course, work-based training or start ‘A’ Level courses. The implications of the 

choices you make now will continue after you leave school. 

   

All Further Education institutions and employers are looking for candidates with good 

examination results and positive attitudes towards work and the school community.  

We will continue to encourage you to always achieve your best.  You should show 

yourself to be well organised and hardworking, you should stick at challenging tasks 

and get on with other people;  these are qualities that are just as important as your 

final examination results.  
 

The Curriculum offer outlined in this booklet is subject to change.  Many exam 

syllabuses are being reviewed at the moment by the national governing body for 

exams.  As a school we will choose courses in the best interests of our students and 

advise parents/carers of any changes. 

 

Richard Brown 

Executive Headteacher  
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What are the key dates? 

 

Saturday 14th March 2020: Options Morning 

A chance to hear from the Executive Headteacher and Head of Learning 

about the Options process. You will have the opportunity to meet a wide 

variety of professionals to consider your future career options. The Options 

Booklet and Option Choice forms will be distributed to you and your parents/

carers. 
 

Between Monday 16th March and Wednesday 1st April: Options Focus 

You will have the opportunity to discuss options with a senior teacher. You will be 

allocated a meeting time with a designated member of the Extended Leadership 

Team where you will have a chance to discuss your choices and current 

attainment data. You and your parents/carers will then consider your option 

choices. 
 

Thursday 2nd April 2020: Option Choice Deadline 

This is the deadline for when your Option Choice Form must be completed and 

handed in to Ms Braggins and Ms Faramarzi whilst you are lined up in the 

Watson Playground at 12.45pm. If you miss the deadline, you are much less 

likely to get a place on your chosen courses. 
 

Friday 15th May 2020: Year 9 Subject Day 

You and your parents/carers will receive subject reports indicating your current 

ARE Levels, GCSE grades in History and RE, attitude to learning and advice on 

how to improve in each subject. 
 

Thursday 2nd July 2020: Year 9 Options Meetings  

Your KS4 subjects will be confirmed in 1-to-1 interviews between you, a member 

of staff and your parents/carers. 

 

 



 



 

Core Subjects 



 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will identify and interpret themes, 

ideas and information in a range of texts.  

You will also need to read, compare and 

evaluate texts.  

  

You will be able to justify your ideas about 

a text using quotes to support your 

ideas.   You will develop your ability to 

construct and convey meaning in your 

own writing.   

  

You will need to write for a range of 

different purposes with a focus on the 

way the text is organised and the use of 

grammar choices to suit the task and 

audience. 

  

You will use speaking and listening to help 

develop your ideas with a particular focus 

on presenting ideas and information, 

responding to questions from others and 

expressing ideas using Standard English. 

English Language 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will learn through speaking and 

listening activities in a range of contexts. 

You will also take part in individual and 

group work, class discussions, drama 

activities, reading and writing activities, 

independent research and a wide 
variety of other tasks.   

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will sit two exams:  

· Paper 1 (explorations in creative reading and 

 writing) - worth 50% of your mark.  

· Paper 2 (writers’ viewpoint and perspectives) 

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to read a wide range of 

texts and use knowledge gained from 

your reading to inform and improve 

your own writing.  You need to write 

effectively and coherently using 

Standard English appropriately.  You will 

need to use grammar correctly and 

punctuate and spell accurately.  

You will also need to develop your 

confidence for speaking and listening 

tasks.  Successful candidates will also 

benefit from good research skills. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

English Language gives you skills that are 

key to many ‘A’ Level courses – and is 

essential if you want to study ‘A’ Level 

English at The Urswick School Sixth Form 

Academy. English Language will also be 

very helpful if you want continue your 

studies at University.                         

  

 

Career Routes 

English Language is key to many jobs such 

as journalism, publishing, writing and 

teaching and is helpful in many other 

careers: advertising, law, the media... the 

list goes on!   



 

English Literature 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 

 
You will read and respond to a variety of 

texts, both modern and pre-20th 

Century.   

 

You will learn through class discussion, 

individual and group work, drama 

activities, reading and writing activities, 

independent research and a wide variety 

of tasks. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will have two exams to sit.  The exams will 

cover: 

· Shakespeare  

· A 19th century novel 

· A modern text  

· Poetry  

You will study each of these in class before the 

exam.  These exams combined are worth 100% 

of your total mark.  

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to develop an 

understanding of literary 

devices and the 

conventions of poetry, prose 

and drama.  

  

Experience of writing 

analytically will also be very 

beneficial. 

  

   

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

English Literature can be studied at ‘A’ Level at The 

Urswick School Sixth Form Academy.  You can also 

study English Literature at University.  The study of 

English Literature also teaches you many important skills 

that are key to other courses.       

                   

Career Routes 

English Literature is key to many jobs such as journalism, 

publishing, writing and teaching and is helpful in many 

other careers: advertising, law, the media... the list 

goes on!   

  

What will I learn? 
 

You will learn to understand, analyse, 

discuss and respond to novels, plays 

and poetry. Your analysis will focus on 

writers’ language, themes, attitude 

and techniques.  

  

You will develop an awareness of 

social, historical and cultural contexts 

and influences in your study of texts. 

  

You will also learn about the literary 

heritage of texts and examine how 

writers help readers to understand or 

question issues and ideas. 



 

What will I learn? 
 

Mathematics is very important in equipping 

you with the knowledge and understanding 

appropriate to a citizen of a modern society. 
 

Your study of Mathematics will follow on from 

your Year 9 work. Your knowledge and 

understanding of the subject will develop as 

you experience and participate in a range of 

different activities. 
 

You will study topics from a variety of themes, 

including: 

Number, Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates 

of change, Geometry and Measures, 

Probability and Statistics. 

The biggest change from your Key Stage 3 

work is the emphasis on reasoning, 

interpreting and communicating 

mathematically. 

Mathematics 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will cover topics outlined by the 

National Curriculum with an increased 

emphasis on problem-solving within 

mathematics and other contexts. 

You will learn to interpret solutions in 

unfamiliar contexts and check for accuracy. 

You will develop your skills so that you will be 

able to explain your reasoning and 

conclusions using words or diagrams as 

appropriate. 

You will work individually, in pairs and in 

group situations. 

How will I be assessed? 
 

   You will be taking a linear course in 

Mathematics which means you will sit 

3 exams in June 2020 (two calculator 

and one non calculator). 

 
   You will follow either a foundation 

(Grades 1-5) or a higher course (Grades 

4-9). 

Skills for Success 
 

You will be encouraged to be organised 

and take responsibility for your own 

learning. The most successful 

mathematicians will supplement their 

learning with individual study. 

 

GCSE Mathematics relies on your effective 

use of mathematical equipment. You will be 

responsible for bringing your pen,  

and the calculator you have been given. 

You will learn to use all equipment including 

calculators, rulers, compasses and protractors 

accurately, efficiently and effectively . 
 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

GCSE Mathematics provides a 

useful foundation for many 

post-16 courses and training 

opportunities, including ‘A’ 

Level Maths at The Urswick 

School Sixth Form Academy. 
 

Career Routes 

Achievement in Mathematics at all 

levels is advantageous and often 

essential for a wide variety of scien-

tific, business and technological vo-

cations. Further mathematical study 

will enable you to become game 

designers, aerospace engineers, 

meteorologists, accountants and 

teachers as just a few possibilities. 

Please see the display board in the 

Maths corridor for more information. 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study all of the three Science 

disciplines (Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics).   

  

Your study of Combined Science will 

place all scientific innovations firmly in 

the context of the modern world.  You 

will look at the impact of scientific 

developments on our everyday lives 

and will learn the importance of 

science and investigate ‘How Science 

Works’.  

Combined Science  
Qualification: 2 GCSEs 

How will I learn? 
 

You will learn in a variety of ways 

to gain a greater understanding 

of how science is related to 

everyday life, including: 

  

· Practical investigations in 

controlled conditions in our 

laboratories. 

  

· Using your numerical skills to 

solve mathematical problems. 

  

· Using ICT simulations, data-

logging, class discussion, 

practise questions and quizzes. 

  

 

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will take a linear course, meaning you will take all of 

your exams at the end of Year 11.  There is no coursework 

but there are 16 compulsory experiments which must be 

completed over the two years. 15% of your exam grade 

will be based on questions related to these experiments. 

  

Exams: 

2 in Biology 

2 in Chemistry 

2 in Physics 

 

Each exam is worth 16.7% of your final grade and lasts for 1 

hour and 15 minutes. A number of questions in each exam 

will require some form of mathematical calculation. For 

biology, it is 10% of the questions. For Chemistry, it is 15% 

and for Physics it is 20%. 

 

You will receive 2 GCSEs in Combined Science, calculated 

using all of your results. The maximum you can achieve is 

grade 9 for each GCSE and the minimum is grade 1-1. 

Skills for Success 
 

You will develop many skills 

through this course, including: 

· Practical investigations 

· ICT simulations 

· Data-logging 

· Numeracy 

· Literacy  

· Communication skills. 

  

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
Combined Science lays an excellent foundation for the 

further study of Science subjects.  These include ‘A’ Levels 

in Biology/Human Biology, Chemistry and Physics, which 

can be studied at The Urswick School Sixth Form. 

  

Career Routes 
Science qualifications are useful for a wide range of 

careers including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, 

physiotherapists, personal trainers and many others. 
  



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will find out more about the 

Francophone- speaking world, looking at 

3 key themes about lifestyle, leisure, home 

and environment and work and 

education. 

- Theme 1: Identity & culture 

- Theme 2: Local, national, 

international and global areas of 

interest 

- Theme 3: Current and future study 

and employment 
 

You will improve your grasp of the French 

language, interacting with native French 

speakers in a variety of real-life situations 

that make use of the transferable skills that 

are learnt in class. 

 

You will increase your cultural awareness of 

the French-speaking world by studying music, 

dance, art, literature and theatre. 

Modern Foreign Languages: French  
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will use the four language skills to 

become a competent communicator. 

You will practice your spoken and written 

French. 
 

You will also have the opportunity to 

practice your language in a variety of 

‘real life’ simulations. You will work 

independently and in groups. 

 

You will grow in confidence as you work in 

pairs and small groups and take part in 

role plays and general conversations.  

How will I be assessed?  
  

You will formally assessed in the following skills 

areas: 
 

 Listening and Understanding 

(Foundation and Higher Tier)  
 

 Speaking (Foundation and Higher Tier) 
 

 Reading and Understanding 

(Foundation and Higher Tier) 
 

 Writing (Foundation and Higher Tier) 

Each area counts as 25% of your total qualifi-

cation.  

Skills for Success 
 

You need to develop your spoken 

language to communicate successfully 

in French. 
 

You will need to work to master verbs 

and vocabulary in French. You will need 

to work well independently and in 

groups. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

This qualification can lead to an ‘A’ level in 

French at The Urswick School Sixth Form 

Academy. You can also complete a 

variety of vocational language courses as 

well as study for a joint degree (e.g. Law 

with French) 

 

Career Routes 

Language graduates are very employable. 

French language competency is useful for 

careers including those in Leisure and 

Tourism, the Civil and Diplomatic Service, 

Advertising and Market Research, amongst 

others. 



 

What will I learn? 
  

You will develop awareness and 

understanding of Chinese culture, looking at 

the key topics of local area, holiday, future 

career, leisure, work and education.   

  

You will improve your grasp of the Mandarin 

Chinese language, interacting with native 

Mandarin speakers in a variety of real-life 

situations that make use of the transferable 

skills that are learnt in class. 

  

You will develop your ability and ambition to 

communicate with native Mandarin Chinese 

speakers in speech and writing. 

Modern Foreign Languages: Mandarin  
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will use the four language skills to 

become a competent communicator. 

  

You will practise your spoken and written 

Mandarin Chinese alongside a native 

speaker.  You will also have the 

opportunity to practise your language in a 

variety of ‘real life’ simulations. 

  

You will work independently and in groups.  

You will grow in confidence as you work in 

pairs and small groups and take part in 

role plays. 

How will I be assessed?  
  

You will formally assessed in the following 

skills areas: 
 

 Listening and Understanding 

(Foundation and Higher Tier)  
 

 Speaking (Foundation and Higher Tier) 
 

 Reading and Understanding 

(Foundation and Higher Tier) 
 

 Writing (Foundation and Higher Tier) 

Each area counts as 25% of your total quali-

fication.  

Skills for Success 
 

You need to develop your spoken 

language to communicate successfully in 

Mandarin. 

  

You will need to work to master structures 

and vocabulary in Mandarin. 

  

You will need to work well independently 

and in groups. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
This qualification can lead to an ‘A’ level in 

Mandarin Chinese at The Urswick School 

Sixth Form Academy. You can also 

complete a variety of vocational language 

courses. 

  

Career Routes 
Language graduates are very employable.  

Mandarin Chinese competency is useful for 

careers including those in Business and 

Advertising and Market Research, amongst 

others. 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will find out more about the 

Spanish- speaking world, looking at 3 

key themes about lifestyle, leisure, 

home and environment and work and 

education. 
 

- Theme 1: Identity & culture 

- Theme 2: Local, national, 

international and global areas 

of interest 

- Theme 3: Current and future 

study and employment 
 
 

You will improve your grasp of the 

Spanish language, interacting with 

native Spanish speakers in a variety of 

real-life situations that make use of the 

transferable skills that are learnt in class. 

 

You will increase your cultural awareness of 

the Spanish-speaking world by studying 

music, dance, art, literature and theatre. 

Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I be assessed?  
 
You will be formally assessed in the 

following skills areas: 
 

 Listening and 

Understanding—25% 

 Speaking -25% 

 Reading and Understanding -25% 

 

 Writing—25% 

How will I learn? 
 

You will use the four language skills to 

become a competent communicator. You 

will practice your spoken and written 

Spanish alongside a native speaker. 
 

You will also have the opportunity to 

practice your language in a variety of ‘real 

life’ simulations. You will work independently 

and in groups. 

 

You will grow in confidence as you work in 

pairs and small groups and take part in role 

plays and general conversations. 

Skills for Success 
 

You need to develop your spoken 

language to communicate 

successfully in Spanish. 
 

You will need to work to master verbs 

and vocabulary in Spanish. You will 

need to work well independently and 

in groups. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

This qualification can lead to an ‘A’ level in 

Spanish at The Urswick School Sixth Form 

Academy. You can also complete a variety 

of vocational language courses as well as 

study for a joint degree (e.g. Law with 

Spanish) 

 

Career Routes 

 

Language graduates are very employable. 

Spanish language competency is useful for 

careers including those in Leisure and 

Tourism, the Civil and Diplomatic Service, 

Advertising and Market Research, amongst 

others. 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study the AQA syllabus in 

which you will investigate different 

beliefs and attitudes in two religions 

(Christianity and Islam) as well as 

religious approaches and your 

thoughts on contemporary moral 

issues.    

The study of religions: beliefs, 

teachings and practices  

We will look at the central beliefs 

and practices of Christianity and 

Islam, such as the nature of God 

and the role of religious believers in 

local and global communities.  

Thematic studies 

Relationships and families, Crime 

and Punishment, Religion, peace 

and conflict and Religion, human 

rights and social justice. 

Religious Education 
Qualification: GCSE, taken at the end of Year 10 

How will I learn? 
 

You will take part in discussions about 

controversial issues and ideas, either in 

pairs, small groups or as a whole class.   

 

You will work individually and with 

others to research information and you 

will feedback your ideas to the class.   

 

You will learn how to assess your own 

and the work of others through exam 

questions and encourage and support 

each other to excel. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Your final assessment will be 100% examination.  

There will be no controlled assessment or 

coursework.   

 

You will sit two exam papers at the end of Year 

10. Each exam paper is worth 50% of the full 

GCSE grade. 

 

Each exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes long and 

one paper will cover the topics studied during 

Year 9 (The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 

and practices)) the other will cover the themes 

studied in Year 10 (Thematic Studies). 

Skills for Success 
 
Religious Education will help develop 

your key skills in communication, having 

the ability to work with abstract, 

conceptual ideas, 'understanding both 

sides' of an argument, working with 

others, problem solving and independent 

learning.  It will also give you skills in 

making decisions about moral problems, 

and help you to become sure about your 

own beliefs and explain them clearly to 

others.  Essentially, RE is about enabling 

you to think for yourself about religious 

and moral issues. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 

 

GCSE in Religious Studies is a stepping stone to 

a wide range of future opportunities. You can 

continue studying Philosophy and Ethics at ‘A’ 

Level at The Urswick Sixth Form Academy.  RE is 

held in high regard by universities because it 

shows you can think through complex issues 

and evaluate different ideas and opinions.  

 

Career Routes  

RE is particularly useful in many professions, 

including: police, media, journalism, law, 

medicine, tourism, teaching and social care, 

amongst others. 

  



 

Option Subjects 



 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will build your artistic confidence 

and develop your own ways of 

working by generating your own 

projects through personal research 

and investigation. 

  

You will take personal, creative and 

imaginative approaches to Art and 

Design.   

  

You will be encouraged to work with 

both traditional and new media, 

exploring artistic areas of your own 

choice.  

Art, Craft and Design 
Qualification: GCSE 

 

How will I learn? 
 

You will work in a wide variety of ways 

including: learning to draw from 

observation, developing your painting 

skills, 3D design, digital photography, 

Photoshop and Illustrator, printmaking 

and mixed media, amongst others. 

  

You will be encouraged to pursue 

areas of art that you enjoy and will 

generate your own projects. 

  

We offer a full range of materials 

including clay, lino and screen-

printing. You will use an A3 

sketchbook to work in ways that 

match your own interests, helping you 

to develop as an individual artist. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Unit 1 (60%) 

Personal Portfolio: We will begin by studying art 

and architecture from Classical Antiquity. This 

part of the course is flexible and can be 

adapted to match your own areas of interest 

as your practice develops. 

  

Exam unit (40%) 

This is set by the examination board.  The 

theme is shared in January of Year 11 so that 

you have time to prepare for the exam. 

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to have a good grasp of 

Art at KS3, be a strong independent 

worker, and have an interest in 

exploring the world around you through 

art.  You will continually evaluate and 

analyse your work.  

What can I do next? 
 
 

Further Education 
The Art and Design GCSE prepares you for ‘A’ 

Level, BTEC Nationals and other Art and Design 

qualifications, which can be studied at The 

Urswick School Sixth Form Academy. 

                      

Career Routes 
Art and Design qualifications are necessary for 

many careers including Architecture, 

Photography, Graphic Design, Illustration, 

Animation, Interior Design, Art Education, Art 

Therapy, Product Design, Gallery Direction, 

Museum Curator and Fashion.  



 

What will I learn? 
 

 

You will develop your understanding of 

current and emerging technologies and how 

they work. You will also look at the use of 

algorithms and develop computer programs 

to solve problems.  In addition, you will 

become independent and discerning users of 

IT.  You will also acquire and apply creative 

and technical skills and the knowledge and 

understanding of IT in a range of contexts. 

Moreover you will learn to evaluate the 

effectiveness of computer programs/ 

solutions and the impact of computer 

technology in society. 

Computer Science 
Qualification:  GCSE 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Component 1 - Computer Systems:  

 

This will introduce learners to the Central Processing 

Unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, wired 

and wireless networks, network topologies, system 

security and system software.  This unit will be 

assessed by an examination (50%).   

 

Component 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms 

and programming:   

 

Section A is worth 50 marks, and assesses students’ 

knowledge and understanding of concepts of 

Computer Science. Students then apply these to 

problems in computational terms, where they may 

use an algorithmic approach. 

 

Section B is worth 30 marks, and assesses students’ 

Practical Programming skills and their ability to 

design, write, test and refine programs. 
Skills for Success 
 

This course gives students the 

opportunity to discover how 

computer technology works and to 

take a look at what goes on 

‘behind the scenes’.  

 Through the introduction of 

programming, it helps them expand 

their problem-solving skills. For 

many, it will be a fun and interesting 

way to develop these transferable 

skills, which can be applied to 

further learning and everyday life. 

Learning to program and code is 

seen as a key future skill which will 

be used in all industries.    

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
GCSE Computer Science provides an excellent 

foundation for Computer Science at ‘A’ Level along with 

other IT related Level 3 courses.    
  

Career Routes 
Your study of Computer Science will provide the 

opportunity to develop skills that employers value and can 

enhance your career prospects. IT skills can be applied in 

a variety of different occupations and contexts, including 

the IT industry.  

How will I learn? 
 

You will learn through both practical 

and theory based work.  

 

Your practical work will involve 

writing programs for given purposes 

such as games and functions. You 

will also use advanced technologies 

such as blogs, wikis and Web 2.0 

tools so that learning is enjoyable, 

accessible and contemporary.   

 

You will experience a combination 

of taught lessons and independent 

study to develop your skills, 

competence and confidence.   



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study one complete and substantial 

performance text and two key extracts from 

a second contrasting performance text.  

The texts will be studied to gain a practical 

understanding of drama. 

You will participate in a minimum of two 

performances, one devised and one from a 

performance text which has been studied as 

part of the course. 

 

You will learn about technical theatre and 

how to think like a director. 

Drama 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

There will be a mix of practical drama and 

written work. 
 

You will create, develop and perform a devised 

piece of drama created from a stimulus. 
 

You will need to analyse and evaluate the 

devising process and the final performance 

through a written portfolio.  
 

You will perform two extracts from a 

performance text for an external examiner. 

 

You will also learn by visiting and evaluating live 

theatre performances.  

How will I be assessed?  
 

 40% Written exam in the 

summer term of Year 11 

 60% Non-Examined 

assessment spread across 

Year 10 and 11 

Skills for Success 
 

You need to have confidence in your 

performance and a strong commitment to 

continue learning outside of lessons. 

 

You will enjoy this course if you like working as 

part of a team.  

 

You must be aware that the GCSE course 

involves a considerable amount of written work. 

This should not put you off but you must be 

prepared for this. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
You can go on to study ‘A’ Level 

Drama and Theatre at The Urswick 

School Sixth Form Academy.  You 

can also take a BTEC in Drama, 

Theatre Studies, Performing Arts, 

Stage Management, Lighting, 

Sound and Set design, Costume 

and Stage Make-up design. 

  

Career Routes 
Jobs within the theatre industry. For 

example: Actor, Presenter, 

Director, Lighting designer, Sound 

designer, Costume designer, Stage 

management, Teaching,  

Any job where confidence, 

commitment and communication 

are required! 



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study a variety of topics under the main headings of: 

· Elizabethan Tudor England (1558-1603) 

· Germany: from WW1 to the Rise of the Nazis (1919 – 1939) 

· How did the USA Develop and Change (1919-2000) 

· The History of Entertainment (500-2015) 

  

As part of the study of ‘Elizabethan Tudor England’, you will 

learn what life will was like in the 16th century, you will also 

study the Spanish Armada and religious conflicts. In the 

‘Germany’ 1919-1939 unit, you will learn how Germany 

transformed from the most advanced nation in Europe to the 

country that would trigger World War 2.  In the ‘USA’ 1919-

2000 you will study the Great Depression, Civil Rights, the 

USA’s battle with Russia in the Cold War and America’s role 

as a super power.  In the History of Entertainment you will 

analyse how theatre, music, holidays and sports have 

changed over time.  

History 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will learn independently and 

through group and discussion 

work. You will use film, pictures 

and cartoons, along with an 

interesting range of written 

sources and the Internet to 

consider the different ways 

people have acted in the past 

and their links to today’s world. 

You will learn how to weigh up 

evidence before coming to a 

critical decision.  You will be 

analytical and critical when 

considering information 

presented to you. 

How will I be assessed?  
 
You will need to complete four units for assessment in 

two exams: 

 

Exam One: Unit 1: ‘Elizabethan England’ Exam (25%) & 

Unit 2: ‘Germany’ Exam (25%)  

 

Exam Two: Unit 3: ‘USA’ (25%) & Unit 

4:‘Entertainment’ (25%) 

 

You will be entered for both examination units in Year 

11.  Marks in the examination will be awarded for your 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to think for yourself 

and respond independently to 

key historical events.   

 

You will need to be well organ-

ised and have a good memory.  

You will need to contribute to les-

sons and enjoy finding out more 

about a variety of historical 

sources.   

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
History can lead on to the study of a variety of subjects at 

‘A’ Level.  These include Psychology, Sociology, 

Government and Politics as well as ‘A’ Level History - all 

taught at The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy. 

 

Career Routes 
Professions like Journalism, Business, Entertainment, Politics 

and Law all value success in History very highly.  

  



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will build on your current skills and 

knowledge of composition, performing, 

listening and appraising.  For the performing 

unit, you will continue to attend lessons on your 

chosen instrument (including voice).  

  

You will only be allowed to opt for GCSE Music 

if you currently study Music in year 9. It will be 

beneficial if you have at some point had instrumental 

or vocal lessons during Key Stage Three. 

  

You will learn more about rhythm, metre, 

harmony, tonality, texture, melody, timbre, 

dynamics, structure, form, phrasing and 

articulation. This will be achieved through 

analysis of instrumental music, vocal music, 

music for stage and screen and fusions.   

Music 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
  

You will attend regular instrumental 

lessons and practise in school and 

at home. We will analyse a variety 

of musical genres and discuss 

which musical features, elements 

and techniques have been used. 
  

There will be opportunities to watch 

and experience live performances 

by professional musicians. You will 

rehearse for and perform in 

concerts as a soloist and as part of 

an ensemble.  You will also 

compose and record your own 

music. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Component 1 – Understanding Music 40% 

You will complete a written exam where you will listen to 

music and answer questions on it. This will cover musical 

elements, musical contexts and musical language. 

Section A will test your understanding of unfamiliar music. 

Section B will test your knowledge of pre-studied set works.  

 

Component 2 – Performing Music 30% 

You will perform one solo piece on your chosen instrument 

and one piece as part of an ensemble. You will build on 

your performance skills throughout the course to enable 

you to give your best possible performance in the second 

year. These performances will be recorded and externally 

moderated. 

 

Component 3 – Composing Music 30% 

You will produce two compositions using music software. 

One will be to a brief set by the examination board and 

the other will be freely composed by you. 
 Skills for Success 

 

You will be successful on this 

course if you enjoy different 

genres of music.  ICT skills, 

particularly in composing and 

recording music, will be 

beneficial. Practising your 

instrument every day as 

homework will build your stamina 

and skills. 

  

To succeed you will need 

dedication and self-motivation. 

You will have to maximise your 

music reading skills. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
GCSE Music can lead to studying ‘A’ Level Music, 

‘A’ Level Music Technology, BTEC Music, 

Composing, Performing, DJ Technology, Events 

Support or Production or BTEC Performing Arts. 
  

Career Routes 
There are many careers linked to music including; 

professional performer, recording artist, sound 

engineer, teacher, conductor, DJ, event’s 

organiser, composer, jobs within the media sector, 

acoustic engineering and retail.   



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will: 

 develop your knowledge and 

practical skills in a range of physical 

activities. 

 examine the effects of exercise and 

how training can improve 

performance 

 find ways to improve your own 

performance in a variety of roles 

 identify ways to develop and 

maintain a healthy and active 

lifestyle through participation in 

physical activity. 

 appreciate the benefits of 

promoting ‘sport for all’. 

Physical Education  
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will study in our state-of-

the-art sports facilities. These 

include a Sports’ Centre, 

Astroturf and designated 

theory room. 
  

You will work in a variety of 

ways, including: 
  

· Sports specific practical 

lessons 

· Theory based lessons 

· ICT based lessons. 

How will I be assessed?  

  

Unit 1: You will sit 2 written examination papers. These will 

contribute a maximum of 60% towards your total marks. 
   

Unit 2 is assessed in two sections: 

Section 1: Three practical performances in the role of 

player/performer from an approved list. One 

performance will be in a team activity, one in an 

individual activity and any other one from the list of your 

choice. You can achieve 30% towards your total marks 

from this section. 
  

Section 2: Analysis of performance in an activity. This will 

be worth 10% of your total marks and could include 

planning, performing and evaluating a Personal Exercise 

Programme. This will be produced in either written or 

verbal form. 

Skills for Success 
 

You will have the opportunity 

to develop your: 

  

 practical ability 

 ability to analyse a 

performance 

 leadership skills and 

confidence 

 ability to work as part of 

a team 

 ability to work 

independently  

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
As well as being the ideal preparation for the ‘A’ Level 

Physical Education course at The Urswick School Sixth 

Form Academy, GCSE PE allows you to progress to 

related vocational courses including BTEC Nationals in 

Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences at Level 3, also 

delivered at The Urswick School Sixth Form Academy. 

  

Career Routes 
The course develops transferable skills that employers are 

looking for and can lead to a wide variety of 

employment opportunities. This can include areas such as 

recreational management, leisure activities, coaching, 

the fitness industry, the armed forces and the Civil 

Service. 



 

Psychology 
Qualification: GCSE 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study a variety of topics under the main 

headings below: 

 

1. Cognition and behavior: 

 Memory 

 Perception 

 Development 

 Research Methods 

 

2. Social Context and behavior 

 Social influence 

 Language, thought and communication 

 Brain and neuropsychology  

 Psychological problems 

How will I learn? 

You will learn independently and through 

group and discussion work. You will use 

psychological studies, textbooks, video clips, 

songs, pictures, and an interesting range of 

written sources to consider why individuals 

behave in the way they do. 

 
You will learn how to present psychological 

information, develop arguments and draw 

conclusions through a critical approach to 

psychological evidence, developing as 

reflective thinkers. You will also learn how 

psychological research is conducted, the role 

of scientific method and data analysis. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will be assessed on two compo-

nents: 

Paper 1: Cognition and behaviour 

(50%) 

 

Paper 2: Social context and behaviour 

(50%) 

 
Both exams are taken at the end of Year 

11. Each exam is 1 hour 45 minutes long 

and comprises of multiple choice, short 

answer and extended writing (mini-essay) 

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to be interested in develop-

ing an understanding of yourself and oth-

ers, and exploring how psychological un-

derstanding can help to explain everyday 

social phenomena. You will need to be 

interested in how psychological research is 

conducted and the relationship between 

psychology and personal, moral, social 

and cultural issues. 
 

You should be able to communicate effec-

tively in both written and verbal forms, 

have good mathematical skills and be 

able to work independently and with oth-

ers. You will need to contribute to lessons, 

be well organised and meet homework 

deadlines. 

What can I do next? 
 
Further Education 

GCSE Psychology is a solid foundation for those 

looking to study A-Level Psychology or 

A-Levels such as Biology, Sociology, Maths and 

English Literature – all delivered at The Urswick 

School Sixth Form Academy.  
 
Career Routes 

The study of Psychology is of benefit in almost all 

careers where you will be dealing with people, 

and is a useful first step for careers in advertising, 

marketing, research, forensics, therapy, leisure 

and tourism, criminology, education and health 

and social care  



 

What will I learn? 
 

You will study a variety of topics under the main 

headings below. 

 

1.The links between the individual and society, 

including: 

 Culture 

 Identity 

 Socialisation 

 

2. The role of social agents, including: 

 The Family 

 Education 

 Crime and Deviance 

Sociology 
Qualification: GCSE 

How will I learn? 
 

You will learn independently and through 

group and discussion work. You will use 

newspapers, video clips, pictures, the internet 

and an interesting range of written sources to 

consider the relationships between individuals, 

groups, institutions and societies. 

 

You will learn how to organise and 

communicate your knowledge and 

understanding in different and creative ways. 

You will learn how to weigh up evidence 

before coming to a critical decision about 

information presented to you. 

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will be assessed on two components: 

 

Component 1: Key concepts and processes 

of cultural transmission (50%). 

Component 2: Understanding social struc-

tures (50%).  

 

Each Unit is assessed by a written exam tak-

en at the end of Year 11. Each exam is 1 

hour 45 minutes long. 

Skills for Success 
 

You will need to be interested in all aspects of 

the wider world and enjoy finding out about 

new places, people, cultures, and the process-

es which created them. 

 

You should be able to communicate effective-

ly in both written and verbal forms and be able 

to work independently and with others. 

 

You will need to contribute to lessons and re-

spond independently to critical questions. You 

will have ample opportunities to debate and 

question ideas. 

What can I do next? 
 

Further Education 
GCSE Sociology is a solid foundation for those 

looking to study A-Level Sociology or 

A-Levels such as Psychology, Law, Government 

and Politics, History and Geography– 

all delivered at The Urswick School Sixth Form 

Academy. 

 

Career Routes 
The study of sociology is of benefit in almost all 

careers where you will be dealing with people, 

and is a useful first step for careers in the caring 

professions, education, the media or the criminal 

justice system. 



  

What terminology is used in Key Stage 4? 

Core Subject: A subject which you must study to GCSE level. 

 

Examinations: Most GCSEs have an examinable component but this can vary in terms 

of number and duration of exams. The question style can also vary considerably and it 

is worth looking at some examples.  

 

Key Stage 3: The collective name for Years 7-9.   

 

Key Stage 4: The collective name for Years 10 and 11.  

 

Option Subject: A subject which you choose to study to GCSE level. 

 

Syllabus/Specification: The information you have to know and the things you must be 

able to do by the end of the course. 

 

 

 

Where can I get more information? 
 

The websites for the following examining board contain syllabus information for all of 

the courses offered:   

 

 AQA (Assessment and Qualification Alliance): www.aqa.org.uk 

 EdExcel (The Foundation for Education Excellence):  www.edexcel.org.uk 

 OCR (Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations): www.ocr.org.uk 

 WJEC (Welsh exam board, incorporating Eduqas): www.wjec.co.uk 

 

 

The following websites contain useful information about Key Stage 4 and beyond: 
 

 GCSE options advice:  

www.icould.com/stories/choosing-your-gcse-options/ 

www.successatschool.org/advicedetails/508/What-are-my-GCSE-options%3F 

 Apprenticeships: www.apprenticeships.org.uk 

 

 Young people’s information: www.direct.gov.uk/en/YoungPeople 

 

 Qualification and pathways advice:   

www.careerpilot.org.uk/qualifications 

www.ucas.com/further-education/ucas-progress/getting-started/what-are-my-options-

after-gcses-or-nationals 

 

 

http://www.icould.com/stories/choosing-your-gcse-options/
http://www.successatschool.org/advicedetails/508/What-are-my-GCSE-options%3F
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/YoungPeople
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/qualifications
http://www.ucas.com/further-education/ucas-progress/getting-started/what-are-my-options-after-gcses-or-nationals
http://www.ucas.com/further-education/ucas-progress/getting-started/what-are-my-options-after-gcses-or-nationals


 



 

Option Choice Form 

        
This form must be completed and returned to Ms Braggins and Ms Faramarzi on 
Thursday 2nd April 2020. 
 

Student name:                  FLG:   
 

Please tick which language you currently study.   

 
 

Mandarin 

 

Spanish  

 

French  

 

 

You will also study History as your  Humanities subject and continue with RE as a 

GCSE subject. 

 

You will also study one other option subject.  You should choose  subjects and 

place them in rank order (with 1 being your first choice down to 4 as your final  

choice). 

 

This form will not be accepted unless 4 choices have been made. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Signature:_____________________________          Date: ____________ 
 

Parent/Carer Signature: ________________________ Date:  ____________ 
 


 

Option Choices 

GCSE Art, Craft & Design   

GCSE Computer Science   

GCSE Drama   

GCSE Music   

GCSE PE  

GCSE Psychology  

GCSE Sociology  



 


